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CROSS Newsletter No 23 
Newsletter No 23 was published in July 2011and included the following reports together with comments from the CROSS panel of experts. 
Water filled containers as ballast for temporary structures

As part of the structure of a main stage water filled plastic containers are used as anchors/ballast. The reporter has concerns over the suitability of these as he believes they could become crushed and not provide the weight that is intended. 
Missing column foundation leads to fines

Part of the first and second floors of a new build commercial development were supported on a blockwork column. However, the column had been constructed directly on top of the ground floor beam and block floor construction. With the gradual increase in load from the construction of the upper floors, the column eventually punched through the ground floor construction
Condition of multi-storey car parks - information request 

The British Parking Association have concerns about the current state of some multi-storey car parks and the lack of money to finance essential structural maintenance and repairs. Examples of deterioration within car parks may be reported to CROSS.
Snow load collapses in Scotland (composite report)

There were heavy snowfalls over the entire United Kingdom in the winters of 2009/2010 and 2010/2011 and in northern Scotland many agricultural buildings suffered roof collapses. A common thread is that the snow in Scotland fell vertically, in low temperatures, and in still air conditions which resulted in depths from 600 mm up to 1,200 mm with ice underlying snow in some cases.
Dangerous snow slides from 100 houses

Snow built up rapidly on the roofs of around 100 houses until the weight caused a shear plane failure within the snow mass with all the snow, estimated between 2 and 4 tonnes, falling from the roof. This happened on all houses at around the same time.
CROSS data is used for the benefit of everyone in the construction industry and we continuously seek more reports of a wide range of concerns that have been experienced. The web site data base contains all the reports that have been published as well as guidelines on confidentiality, on what to report, and how to report. 
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