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Meeting Annual General Meeting 2015                                                                                                

Date 21 July 2015 

Time 18.00 

Venue Godfrey Mitchell Theatre, The Institution of Civil Engineers, One Great George Street, London SW1 

Chairman President 

Attendance Director General Nick Baveystock, Group Finance Director Sandy Pfeifer and the following members 

attended: 

R R Ball, P M Blair-Fish, T Broyd, K E Clarke, P M Elliott, G French, D N R Glover, P W A Griffin,  

P Hallsworth, D Hattersley, R T Hunter, B L Hurst, Z Lamont, C M Lee, A R McAvoy, T M Macgowan, 

A J MacLennan, R J Mair, G Masterton, W F Michell, G Ogden, G Roberts, A Shah. 

634 The President welcomed members attending the Annual General Meeting. The Notice convening 

the meeting had been circulated with the Council election information on 1 June 2015. 

  

 Minutes 

635 The Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting held on 22 July 2014 had been published on 

the ICE website. 

636 Peter Hallsworth moved and Geoff French seconded the resolution that the minutes of the previous 

AGM held on 22 July 2014 were taken as read and an accurate record of the meeting. The 

resolution was carried. 

 President and Vice Presidents elected for the 2015-2016 session of the Council 

637 The President reported that the Council had elected the following as President and Vice Presidents 

for the session 2015-2016, as already notified to members on 1 June 2015 and as published in the 

Council minutes on the ICE Website: 

 President 

 Sir John Alexander ARMITT CBE 

 Vice Presidents 

 Timothy William BROYD 

Keith Edward Frank CLARKE CBE 

Adrian Charles COY 

Stephen Charles FOX CBE 

Zara Yvonne LAMONT OBE 

Robert James MAIR CBE 

Andrew WYLLIE CBE 
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638 The President announced that the votes in the Council election had been counted by the Electoral 

Reform Services, acting as independent scrutineer. Scrutineers appointed by the Council from 

among the Corporate Members were Mr Patrick Griffin (M) and Mr Cameron Lindsay (F), who had 

certified that the votes had been accurately recorded and counted. 

  

639 The President then announced the results of the Council ballot reported by the Scrutineers. The 

new incumbents would take office from 3 November 2015.  

 General members of the Council 

 Rachel Susan SKINNER 

Jeffrey ASHURST 

Denise Ann BOWER 

Emer Marie MURNAGHAN 

Yvonne MURPHY 

 Regional members 

 ICE North West:               Peter John HALLSWORTH        

ICE Northern Ireland:                     David Norman PORTER 

ICE South West:              Gary Brian CUTTS     

 Graduate members 

 Emily Clare BONNER 

Zakiyya ADAM 

  

Report from the Scrutineers 

640 The Director General announced that the Scrutineers had reported that the total number of eligible 

voting members this year was 45,141. The main method of voting was via the internet. Those who 

did not wish to vote online were able to opt for a paper ballot. A paper ballot was also issued to 

those with undeliverable emails. This year’s turnout was 8.2%, slightly down on last year’s 8.5%. 

For the Graduate election turnout was 4.3%, down on the 2013 figures of 6.1%. 

641 On the motion of Keith Clarke, seconded by Angus McAvoy, it was RESOLVED that the thanks of 

the meeting be accorded to the Scrutineers and that the voting papers be destroyed after the 

requisite ERS six month period.  

  

 Consolidated Financial Statements for the year ending 31 December 2014 

642 The President informed members that the Council, being the trustees of the Institution, had 

approved the Annual Report and the Consolidated Statement of Financial Activities for 2014, which 

had been prepared in the format required by the Charity Commission.  Copies of the Report and 

Financial Statements for 2014 had been posted on the ICE website together with a summary of the 

Accounts. Hard copies were available to members attending the meeting and any member could 

request a copy. The President addressed the meeting on the state of the Institution. The Address is 
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published at Annex A to these minutes. The President then invited questions on his report and the 

accounts. 

643 Angus McAvoy asked why summary notes of items discussed and decisions taken at Council 

meetings were no longer published on the ICE website.  

644 The Director General confirmed that the summary notes were still published. The President agreed 

that that the summaries should be easy for members to access on the website. 

645 Peter Elliott asked how 100 mentors would be recruited in the coming year, given the small number 

sourced during the last year. 

646 The President responded that the Institution was working hard to improve the process, which relied 

heavily on volunteer involvement. The Director General added that he remained confident that the 

ongoing work would result in the target being achieved by the end of the year. 

  

 Appointment of Auditors for the year 2015 

647 Tim Broyd moved and Robert Mair seconded the resolution that BDO LLP be appointed as auditors 

for the current financial year. The resolution was carried. 

  

648 The President thanked the members who had attended and the meeting closed at 18.19. 
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Annex A 

Address to the Annual General Meeting 

Tuesday 21 July 2015 

By the President of the Institution of Civil Engineers  

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

Thank you all for attending the 2015 Annual General Meeting of the Institution of Civil Engineers. 

The success of ICE in 2014 under the presidency of Geoff French is clear from our annual report. I would like 

to take this opportunity to pay tribute to Geoff, highlight some of our key achievements in 2014, and update you 

on progress during my presidential year.  

Firstly I’d like to thank Geoff for his great contribution to this Institution.  His message was based on three over-

arching principles:  integrity, communication and engagement. Whilst these three principles have always been 

at the heart of the Institution, he sought to change how we address them, as society and the world we live in 

also changes.  

Geoff’s message to members, and the profession more widely, was that by combining the tools of today with a 

vision of tomorrow, we can engineer the world of the future.  

The progress Geoff made has helped to strengthen the Institution’s position in the UK and throughout the world 

- and I’d like to take a moment to draw out some highlights. 

I’m delighted to say our financial position in 2014 improved significantly with reserves now re-built close to the 

target of £9m.
1
  

More broadly, we continue to face two linked challenges; firstly the demographics of our membership – with 

many of the baby boomer generation now reaching retirement; and secondly the challenge of remaining 

relevant to an industry that is changing rapidly, in response to a world that is changing even faster. 

I’m delighted that overall membership numbers increased in 2014: numbers grew by just under 3%, fuelled by 

strong increases in Students (11% growth v. 2013) and Graduates (4% growth v. 2013).
2
 Both provide a strong 

pipeline for future growth in qualified grades. This is vital as our core membership of working, professionally 

qualified engineers, once again declined at the rate of about one member per day. 

 

                                                      

1
 ICE 2014 Annual Report, page 3 https://www.ice.org.uk/ICEDevelopmentWebPortal/media/Documents/About%20Us/ICE-group-

accounts-2014.pdf 
2
 ICE 2014 Annual Report, page 5  

https://www.ice.org.uk/ICEDevelopmentWebPortal/media/Documents/About%20Us/ICE-group-accounts-2014.pdf
https://www.ice.org.uk/ICEDevelopmentWebPortal/media/Documents/About%20Us/ICE-group-accounts-2014.pdf


  

Registered charity number 210252 5 July 2015 
Charity registered in Scotland number SC038629   

It is encouraging that the number of women members grew to 9,586.  However, that is only a little over 11% of 

our total membership.
3
  Increasing diversity remains a major challenge and is one I will be returning to in the 

remaining months of my presidency.    

The Institution also continued to grow membership outside the UK – with notable successes being India (an 

increase of 21%), and Hong Kong (a rise of 8%).
4
  

Whilst our target for technician growth was not met, numbers increased by 24% from 817 in 2013, to 1013 

technician members in 2014.
5
 Engineering technicians form a vital part of our skills mix, and I am delighted that 

we are part of a collaborative campaign with the IET and IMechE – that is the ‘EngTechNow campaign’ - to 

increase their status and register 100,000 engineering technicians by 2020.  

ICE’s mission to inspire the engineers of the future continued to grow, with 77,000 young people, parents and 

teachers attending the Big Bang Fair in March, the largest single celebration of science and engineering for 

young people in the UK.
6
  

In Knowledge, our activities were successfully delivered across digital media channels and through physical 

events. The Institution’s global audience continues to grow and we continue to build our social media presence 

to raise awareness of our knowledge offerings.  

In Informing Opinion, the highlight of 2014 was the publication of the State of the Nation Report on 

Infrastructure – a full assessment of the condition of the UK’s major networks – combined with clear, 

professional guidance on what should happen next.   The report led to leader articles in the Daily Telegraph 

and Financial Times and drew praise from politicians from all parties, and from across industry. 

Finally our ‘Shaping the World’ initiative gained momentum throughout 2014, allowing us to start tackling the 

global challenges facing our profession - achieving our vision of a future infrastructure which is resilient, 

adaptable and available to all. 

A key objective for my presidential year is to make the Institution fit for the future. I believe we can achieve this 

by tackling the challenge of relevance head on - making ICE more relevant to our members, more relevant to 

employers and more relevant to governments.  

We know that increasingly members expect to be able to manage their relationship with the Institution digitally.  

Our Digital First initiative aims to support members by improving our service across web, e-mail and social 

media.  Re-designing and re-launching our new website in May this year was a key milestone in achieving this 

goal.  

 

2015 has of course seen a General Election.  

                                                      

3
 ICE 2014 Annual Report, page 5  

4
 ICE 2014 Annual Report, page 3  

5
 ICE 2014 Annual Report, page 5  

6
 ICE 2014 Annual Report, page 3  
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ICE’s ‘Commit to Infrastructure’ campaign succeeded in securing the inclusion of over 20 of our policy 

proposals in the three main political party manifestos. With the General Election now behind us, we are 

working closely with the new Government and also offering advice to the opposition.  

We have re-launched our ‘All Party Parliamentary Group on Infrastructure’ – a group that brings together 

parliamentarians and industry to discuss some of the challenges that infrastructure faces. Last Tuesday we 

held our first summer reception in ICE’s newly refurbished Library – showcasing to parliamentarians 

infrastructure projects across the UK from our ‘This Is Civil Engineering’ PR campaign.   

So in my year as President I am seeking to make the Institution a world class professional body that will ensure 

that future infrastructure becomes resilient to global pressures, adaptable to future change and available to all. 

In doing so I believe the Institution will become the professional body of choice for the built environment across 

the world, because we will help our members best achieve their aspirations, we will enable industry achieve its 

best performance, and we will serve society to ensure that it gets the very best from our profession. 

I know that the excellent progress we have made so far will continue under our next President, Sir John Armitt, 

and I trust that you will support him in the same way that you have supported me in my presidential year 

Thank you – and I’m now happy to take any questions. 


