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OBITUARY 
Joseph Brian Powell (1929-2016) 
 

 
 
Brian Powell, one of the Panel’s long-standing members, died in 
May.  He was born at Otley, Yorkshire on 16 June 1929 and 
educated at Reading School from 1939 to 1947.  Brian did his 
National Service with the Royal Engineers in Austria in 1947-49, 
where he took the opportunity to visit Venice and Vienna for 
their cultural interest.   
 
From 1949 to 1954 Brian trained as a draughtsman, initially in 
Berkshire with a firm specialising in steel-framed buildings and 
subsequently with British Railways in Lindon, working on an 
increasingly wide range of tasks and projects.  This led to his 
training as an engineer under agreement with British Railways’ 
Chief Civil Engineer (Western Region) from 1954 to 1957.  He 
became a student member of ICE in 1954 and a graduate 
member in 1955.  In 1958 he was promoted to Assistant 
Resident Engineer with British Railways at Swindon (working on 
a project for a large reinforced concrete workshop) and then at 
Gloucester (steel railway bridge and approach viaducts), and 
then transferred to Newport, Monmouthshire as Assistant 
Engineer (Bridges) on the maintenance and renewal of a variety 
of bridge structures.  He was elected to full membership of the 
Institution in 1962.  Brian stayed in Newport until 1963 when he 
moved to Buckinghamshire County Council in Aylesbury, 
intending to stay for five years, but remained with them for the 
rest of his career.  He retired as County Bridge Engineer.   
 
Brian joined the Panel for Historical Engineering Works 
representing the Home Counties in April 1980 and retired from 
it in January 2009.  He organised the Panel’s Annual General 
Meeting at Bedford in 2007.  His particular interest, naturally, 
was in old bridges and he was a founder member of the Panel’s 
masonry arch bridges subpanel.  Each year until a couple of 
years ago he spent three days with a friend touring different 
parts of the country, looking at bridges and reporting back in 
detail on what they had seen.  In all his doings Brian was 
methodical and organised.  He contributed the chapter on the 
Thames Valley to Denis Smith’s book Civil Engineering Heritage: 
London and the Thames Valley in 2001.   
 
Brian was a committed member of the Methodist church, 
playing an active part in many of the activities of his church in 
Aylesbury.  He met his wife, Pat, while they were both members 
of a church youth club in Reading; they were married for 58 
years.  They had two daughters, Nicky and Sue; Nicky assisted 
Brian with the arrangements at the Bedford AGM.  At home in 
Aylesbury Brian was also a keen gardener; the freezer was full to 
overflowing with home-grown vegetables.  The Panel has lost a 
staunch and active supporter and a good friend.  His affable 
good nature and wry humour will be missed by all who knew 
and worked with him.   
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Low Pressure Gasholders 
by Robert Carr 
The shadows are lengthening for the UK's low-pressure 
gasholders which for almost two centuries have been a 
visible feature of domestic gas supply. Over the past year 
or so the last of them have been decommissioned which 
generally involves deflation and purging the bell of 
residual gas. For a spiral gasholder with the gasholder bell 
at the bottom of the tank this leaves little for the public 
to see, it is the examples with a guide frame, especially 
earlier ornate examples which attract some attention. In 
Greater London and environ there were until recently 
about 100 gasholders so the task of demolition is taking 
some time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gas holders at Leven Road, Poplar, East London 

 

Croydon Airport 
By Ian Anderson 
Further to the article in last month’s issue here is a plan of 
Croydon Airport from 'Aviation & The Aerodrome, A 
Treatise on the Problems of Aviation in Relation to the 
Design & Construction of Aerodromes', (with section on 
Croydon), H Angley Lewis-Dale, Charles Griffin& Co, 
1932. 
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Bennerley viaduct 
by Peter Harris 
The Friends of Bennerley Viaduct are holding regular 
monthly workdays during which their volunteers are 
progressively clearing vegetation from under and around 
the viaduct in order to improve access and assess the local 
ecology. On the 14th of May they were joined by PHEW 
members Dave Gent and Peter Harris. Dave gave a series of 
talks to the volunteers under the viaduct and on the deck 
about the form of construction, wrought iron and the 
engineers and contractors who built the viaduct. 

 

 

Plans to restore and reopen Bennerley Viaduct have also 
received another major boost thanks to a pledge by the 
Railway Heritage Trust to award £75,000  to the Bennerley 
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Viaduct Project.  The Railway Heritage Trust supports the 
preservation and upkeep of listed structures by giving 
both advice and grants to assist structures with historic 
significance.  

 

Speaking on behalf of the Railway Heritage Trust, 
Company Secretary, Malcolm Wood, said “ As one of 
only two surviving wrought-iron trestle viaducts left in 
Britain, the Railway Heritage Trust is delighted to be able 
to support the restoration of this important and 
impressive monument. This will enable a viable and 
much-needed use to be developed for this fine 
structure”. 

 

Sustrans, an environmental charity is actively working 
with local councils, partners and communities  to re-open 
the viaduct and connect it with the Erewash Valley Trail 
and other walking and cycling routes. Commenting on 
the award, Sustrans England Director, Matt Easter said  

“We are thrilled and delighted to have received the 
support of the Railway Heritage Trust. The award gives an 
enormous boost to our long term plan to bring the 
viaduct back into use as a cycling and walking route high 
above the Erewash Valley.”.  

 

The viaduct will eventually be the key focal point of the 
Great Northern Greenway which aims to provide a traffic 
free cycling route along the line of the Great Northern 
Railway between Derby and Nottingham. 

 

Jeff Wynch, chair of the Friends of Bennerley Viaduct 
described the news of the Railway 

Heritage Trust grant as a tremendous shot in the arm for 
the Sustrans project. “Some people have been sceptical, 
having heard calls over the years for the demolition of the 
viaduct and seen other attempts at restoration fail 
through lack of funding. They will now be persuaded that 
there is a real prospect of success this time. The Railway 
Heritage Trust is an important national organisation 
whose objective is the preservation and upkeep of listed 
buildings and structures, and they would not invest this 
kind of sum without being confident in the future of the 
project.” 

  

Jeff added “The Friends and other volunteers have 
already done an impressive amount of preparatory work 
in conjunction with Sustrans. They have been involved in 
workdays on site, public information sessions, publicity 
and awareness-raising, as well as helping with the current 
exhibition at the Erewash Museum. The grant means that 
important and necessary work beyond the scope of 

volunteers can also proceed. Not that they need 
encouragement, but this news has put a new spring in 
everyone’s step, and might just be what is needed to get 
even more people on board.” 

 

Team Sky Cycling Chief Sir Dave Brailsford has also given 
his full backing to the project. An exhibition about the 
Viaduct funded through the Heritage Lottery Fund is 
currently on display in the Erewash Museum in Ilkeston. Sir 
Dave urged the community to “Visit the exhibition at the 
museum this summer and discover what an asset you have 
on your doorstep and what it can offer for the future” 

 

Sustrans plan to submit a bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund 
later this year with the view to securing further funding to 
bring this majestic structure back into public use. 

 
Clifton Suspension Bridge and the 
Eltons of Clevedon Court - then and 
now 
By David Greenfield 
 
In a letter to his father on 20 June 1831, I.K. Brunel described 
the impromptu sod-turning ceremony that had been hastily 
arranged that morning to celebrate the 'commencement of 
operations' on the Clifton Suspension Bridge project: 'We have 
had really quite a grand day of it - and unexpectedly, for it grew 
one thing to another till it ended in a grand breakfast ... I 
reserved a stone for Lady Elton who made a little speech - Sir 
Abraham Elton then made a long speech - of course lauding me 
up to the skies &c. &c ... a quantity of Champagne was then 
drank - my health drunk - I made a speech ... and it all ended by 
3 Hogsheads of beer being tapped for the mob'. In reality the 
ceremony signalled the start of a protracted and expensive 
project to build 'the ornament of Bristol and the wonder of the 
Age' which was not completed until 1864, five years after 
Brunel's death. 
 
Brunel's presentation of a stone was echoed 185 years later 
almost to the day at an informal (and alcohol-free) ceremony 
when  David Anderson, the CSB Trust's Bridgemaster, presented 
a certificate and a chunk of Bath Stone to Julia Elton. Julia is a 
direct descendant of Sir Abraham and Lady Elton, and is well-
known to PHEW members as an engineering historian. She and 
a small band of fellow CSB enthusiasts had just climbed to the 
top of the bridge's Leigh Woods pier to inspect the Trust's 
ongoing programme of conservation work. The stone had been 
part of the original Brunelian cornice at this level. 
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David is retiring when the current project is completed in 
September 2016. He will be replaced as Bridgemaster by 
Patricia 'Trish' Johnson who is currently Head of Engineering at 
Severn River Crossing plc, and who is well-known around the 
South West as ICE SW's first Regional Director. 

 
 
Chairman’s Column 
by Gordon Masterton 
Summer sometimes brings unexpected weather patterns, 
and this year certainly did. While the south of the UK and 
Northern France was suffering rain and cloud, I was 
sailing on the west coast of Scotland in brilliant sunshine. 
This is so rare it warrants mention. In the process I've 
added to my collection of lighthouse selfies, the one 
illustrated is the light on Lismore island, which you pass 
on the approaches to Oban from Mull.  

 

A closer view of the lighthouse courtesy of Northern 
Lighthouse Board 

 

The lighthouse was chosen as the Institution's central 
feature in its crest for good reason - navigational safety 
was critical to an island nation's success and Smeaton, at 
Eddystone, had solved the problems of constructing a 
durable lighthouse in an extreme environment. It was a 
transformational change for the country. 

And transformational change is the subtext of this year's 
Smeatonian Lecture - the Liverpool and Manchester 
Railway - to be delivered on 23 July by Mike Chrimes, vice 
chairman of PHEW. I encourage all of you to book early - 
last year's Smeaton lecture was a sell out. The railway will 
be publicly recognised later this year with an 
ASCE/ASME/ICE/IMechE supported international 
engineering landmark plaque, our first in the UK since the 
Titan Crane at Clydebank, and another joint exercise with 
our mechanical engineering colleagues, recognising the 
equal importance of rolling stock and infrastructure in 
delivering a successful railway. 

 

And successful railway infrastructure featured strongly in 
another pleasant interlude - to be interviewed at the Forth 
Bridge for a new Channel 5 TV series on "Britain's Greatest 
Bridges" (working title). My task was to explain the key 
role of William Arrol and his pioneering mechanisation of 
bridge-building techniques, without which the Forth Bridge 
would have been almost undeliverable - and certainly more 
expensive. The period of his life when he was supervising 
the second Tay Bridge, the Forth Bridge and London's 
Tower Bridge, and his own Dalmarnock workshops, and 
how he visited them all at least once in a single week's 
schedule, was an indication of the man's energy. And of 
course the Forth Bridge is another ASCE/ICE international 
civil engineering landmark. 

2018 marks the ICEs bicentenary. The institution recognises 
the import of this, and the ICE200 celebrations will be 
coordinated by Lord Robert Mair, who is expected to be 
President that year. The celebrations, rightly, will look to 
the future as much as the past, but there will be a 
prominent task for The Panel for Historical Engineering 
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Works and Archives Panel which will be daunting but 
exciting. The Panels have been asked to identify the 200 
most iconic and transformational civil engineering 
projects to which its members have contributed during 
the Institution's lifetime. It's a challenge we take up with 
relish and our discussions at the Spring meeting were 
dominated by this. This newsletter may be the first 
intimation and call for suggestions, but there will be a 
higher profile launch in due course. But meantime we 
would like our readers to start thinking now, nominate 
your suggestions, explaining your reasoning behind the 
nomination, and naming the ICE members (or 
engineering companies) involved. The palette is 
worldwide but we will not be replicating the excellent 
ASCE landmark plaque scheme, although those projects 
so marked may also feature - I expect many will - but we 
want to tell a story of 200 years of creating 
transformational and beneficial change. Proposals can be 
the well known icons like the Forth Bridge, or an entirely 
unsung project that simply deserves to be better known. 
We want to see projects of international, national and 
regional significance within the mix. I have probably 
named three or four of the candidates in this column, so 
it should not be difficult for you to identify your favourite 
examples. Suggestions please to 
carol.morgan@ice.org.uk. 

 
 

Book Review  
Civil Engineering Heritage – East 
Midlands 
by Barry Barton MICE 
Ruddocks Publishing Ltd. 
56, Great Northern Terrace, Lincoln LN5 8HL 
2016  £17.95 
 
ISBN 978 0904327 24 3 
 
This is the fourth volume in the current series of Civil 
Engineering Heritage books produced by the Panel for 
Historical Engineering Works, following previous volumes on 
East Anglia, Wales and West Midlands.  It follows the familiar 
format with the first half of the book being a review of the 
work of the civil engineer in seven chapters, each devoted to 
one aspect of the engineer’s work.  These chapters cover 
Transport (roads, canals, railways and air transport); Bridges 
and Tunnels; Weirs Dams and Reservoirs; Land Drainage and 
Flood Defence; Maritime Engineering; Power Generation and 
Public Utilities (water and wind power, public water supply, 
sewerage and sewage treatment, gas and electricity supply) 
and a final Miscellaneous chapter covering earthworks, 
structures and buildings.  Each chapter begins with an 
overview of the topic followed by a detailed review illustrated 
with numerous local examples from the region.  Sites 
mentioned are usefully cross referenced to the Gazetteer 
section. 
 
The second half of the book is a Gazetteer of sites with a 
description and, in about half the items, a colour illustration.  
Grid references are given and, where appropriate, the Historic 

Engineering Work number.  The sites are arranged by County 
(Derbyshire, Leicestershire, Lincolnshire, Northamptonshire and 
Nottinghamshire) and by local district.  There is a useful glossary 
of technical terms, a bibliography, an index of places and an 
index of names. 
 
Overall this is an excellent book.  The text chapters display an 
impressive knowledge of the subjects covered and in particular 
the extensive chapter on Transport, making up 28 out of the 70 
pages in the first part of the book, considers in great detail the 
individual roads, navigable rivers, canals and railways which 
cross the East Midlands region.  Equally, the comprehensive 
gazetteer contains a wealth of information on the 185 sites 
included and forms an invaluable aid to anyone seeking out 
notable examples of the civil engineer’s work across the East 
Midlands. 
 
As always there are one or two very minor niggles.  The font 
used in the first section of the book is a rather small size and 
perhaps some, at least, of the illustrations in the gazetteer could 
have been in a larger format.  But this should not detract from a 
book which can be confidently recommended to anyone with 
an interest in the civil engineering heritage of the East Midlands 
region.  
 
Roger Cragg 
Coventry 
June 2016 
 

 
HEWs in the News 
by Brian George 
Two new railway stations have been recorded by Modern 
Railways February in the West Midlands. They are between 
Coventry and Nuneaton, opened on 18 January and are 
part of a project to improve services in the area.  The 
initiative to open local stations is now coming from the 
local authorities and Devon County Council has opened a 
station at the new town of Cranbrook in East Devon on the 
Waterloo line and in Exeter at Newcourt on the Exmouth 
line.  Work is due to start in February at Marsh Barton in 
Exeter where there is an extensive commercial area, 
providing employment to a wide area.  The County Council 
considers that at £7.1M it has a benefit:cost ratio of 8:1 
and it is being funded by the County, Exeter, and 
Teignbridge Councils and the Government. 

The Exeter to Paignton line is to have another station, as a 
planning application has been made and accepted at 
Edginswell, north of Torquay, says Rail 794 

 

The Department for Transport has approved an application 
by Roxhill (Kegworth) Ltd to construct a new East Midlands 
Gateway Railfreight Interchange near Castle Donington, 
the proposal noted in newsletter 144.  The Strategic 
Railfreight Interchange (SRFI) would be capable of handling 
freight trains up to 775 metres long.  The DfT concluded 
that there were no barriers to constructing both east and 
west facing connections on to the branch line from Long 
Eaton to Burton-on-Trent and that capacity could be made 
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available to handle 16 trains per day each way.  Local 
residents were planning for a judicial review.  Castle 
Donington is also close to the M1 motorway and the East 
Midlands Airport. 

 

Rail 793 notes that at Stockton-on-Tees despite a 
substantial fall in numbers at its Preston Park museum in 
Eaglescliffe the borough council wants to make more of 
its railway history, including the old Stockton-Darlington 
Railway alignment. 

 

The 21 mile Cinder Track cycleway and footpath on the 
alignment of the former North Eastern line from Whitby 
to Scarborough is to be improved due to a £44,400 
Coastal Revival grant. 

 

The Spring edition of Waterways notes the 300th 
anniversary of the birth of James Brindley, the millwright 
who in 1759 advised the Duke of Bridgewater on the 
route of the canal and commenced construction in 1760 
linking the Duke's mines in Worsley with Manchester to 
avoid transportation by road.  This wide canal with its 
single level on the 90ft contour was originally without 
locks and its masonry arched aqueduct over the river 
Irwell established his competence. Later the canal was 
extended to Runcorn where locks were required to reach 
the river Mersey estuary, opening throughout in 1776.  
Brindley proceeded with the Trent and Mersey canal and 
become a foremost canal builder, dying in September 
1772. 

 

One of the IWA's Going the Extra Length awards has 
been given to the IWA North Staffordshire & South 
Cheshire Branch with Caldon & Uttoxeter Canal Trust for 
work on the Hazelhurst Junction Bridge, which is Grade II 
listed (HEW 857). Advice was sought from Mark Clifford, 
CRT's heritage adviser on the preparation methods and 
paint type and a BCN workboat was used for work on the 
underside, including preventing the scrapings of the old 
paintwork falling into the canal.  The work was 
completed in just over a week with 14 different 
volunteers. 

 

The IWA Bulletin dated 29 January carried an appeal from 
the Canal and River Trust for help in restoring the 
waterways for boaters and communities in the North of 
England affected by the recent floods.  For instance Bland 
Bridge on the Calder and Hebble Navigation has suffered 
serious structural damage. Engineers have worked with 
the local authority to install a temporary footbridge until 
the bridge is rebuilt with agreed government funding.  
On the Rochester Canal volunteers supported by staff 
from CRT have been out in all weathers moving over 200 
tons of stone and other materials to fill holes and long 
scours along the popular towpath through Sowerby 
Bridge, Hebden Bridge and Todmorden. 

 

On the Lancaster Canal (HEW 395) Stanton Aqueduct has 
unfortunately been badly damaged.  The aqueduct is listed 
Grade II and has two spans of 6m over Stanton Beck and 
an overall length of 29m having been built c1817 is 
therefore an important structure.  Water flowing under the 
aqueduct has scoured away the foundations under an 
abutment and the downstream wingwall and the initial 
estimate for repairs is £2m. 

 

In Newsletter 148 I reported that on the Wey and Arun 
Canal contractors were building a new Compasses bridge 
to give access to the Alford entrance of Dunsfold airfield 
and business park.  The 12 February IWA Bulletin shows a 
photograph of the completed abutments and span, and 
notes that volunteer bricklayers are now working on site, 
presumably to build the parapets. 

 

On the Shropshire Union Canal boaters are to benefit from 
a £250,000 upgrade to three Grade II listed lock flights 
near Market Drayton.  A team from CRT has worked on 
the Tyrley, Adderley and Audiem lock flights on the 
Shropshire/Staffordshire border, a total of 25 locks.  It was 
expected to have the canal re-opened by 11 March. 

 

The Lynton and Barnstaple Railway, closed before the war, 
now operating a short length in the Woody Bay area, has 
submitted an outline planning application to North Devon 
Council for the latest extension to Killington Lane.  The £16 
million scheme includes a new terminal at Wistlandpound 
Reservoir, restoring the stations at Parracombe and 
Blackmore Gate and having a new engineering centre.  On 
the line of route a bridge and adjacent embankment above 
Parracombr was destroyed in the Lynmouth flood of 1952 
and there is an important road junction at Blackmore Gate 
where grade separation will be required. 

At Darlington a Grade II listed (but derelict) engine shed 
and a short section of Stockton and Darlington trackbed 
close to the East Coast main line is to be taken up by seven 
houses. 

The West Yorkshire's Combined Transport Authority has 
been told that another railway station is to be opened in 
mid-April at Kirkstall Forge on the route between Leeds 
and Shipley, 3 miles from Leeds, notes Rail 795.  
Construction of a station at Low Moor, 3 miles south of 
Bradford, is proceeding, despite the discovery of a mine 
shaft on the site, and a feasibility study should now 
commence on a proposed Ellland station, south of Halifax.  
Looking at the Landranger 1/50,000 map I find it surprising 
how few suburban stations there are in this highly 
populated county, compared with the 2 mile interval 
around London.  A photograph of the construction of Low 
Moor station appeared in the Modern Railways editorial of 
March. 

 

Transport Professional February carried an article on the 
demolition and rebuilding of a highway bridge over a 
former rail access to the Liverpool2 Superport which carries 
the A565 Great Howard Street.  Work is due to start soon 
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with the demolition of the bridge in May to enable the 
road to be dualled to carry heavy freight traffic from the 
Superport and could also enable the railway line to be 
rebuilt to the port. 

 

Much has been made by those people concerned at lack 
of new nuclear power stations and the lack of a 
continuation of design capability in this country having 
once led the world in this industry.  When we produced 
the Magnox series in the early 1960s the output expected 
from Hinkley Point A was expected to be 500MW from its 
two generators.  Now we await Hinkley Point C, which at 
one time was scheduled for completion in 2017 but has 
yet to be started, to produce 3200MW from its two 
generators.  The Sunday Telegraph Business section of 20 
March showed a photograph of one of our nuclear 
powered submarines with the comment that Rolls-Royce 
is ready to end Britain's nuclear power crisis.  It has met 
the Government to put forward plans for a fleet of small 
reactors built around its expert knowledge of submarine 
reactors. 

 

The present proposals for Hinkley Point C to produce 
3200MW by 2017 has yet in 2016 to start and has placed 
the scheme in doubt.  Rollls-Royce believes a series of 
small medium reactors (SMRs) are a more viable medium 
solution to Britain's looming energy crisis, though the first 
crop of new large reactors will still need to be deployed.  
Rolls-Royce has submitted designs capable of generating 
220 to 440MW using factory production for much of the 
plant. 

 

The Sunday Telegraph Discovery section of 20 March 
showed a photograph of the Anderton Boat Lift (HEW 
286) on the Weaver Navigation in Cheshire.  The author 
of the accompanying article said this was the perfect 
antidote to school holiday boredom with ingenious 
concealed practical lessons in physics, chemistry, history 
and engineering direct from the industrial age!  When 
the canal system was working at full tilt, winter was peak 
coal carrying time, so maintenance took place in the 
summer.  Now it was the other way around, so this was 
the time to see locks drained, exposing old bricks and 
timber gates, some dating back to the 18th century, to 
get close to newly restored machinery and works or to 
explore long dark tunnels. 

The Leeds and Liverpool Canal Bicentenary this year is 
being marked by the Canal and River Trust with a major 
fund raising appeal to restore or replace missing 
mileposts along the waterway's 127 mile route.  The 
charity hopes the Every Mile Counts appeal will 
encourage dozens of local groups and individuals to 
adopt their local stretch of the canal and its mile marker.  
The Trust is looking for sponsors to donate up to £200 to 
restore each milepost and volunteer parties to restore 
damaged or corroded mileposts, notes the IWA Bulletin 
of 28 February. 

 

The Inland Waterways Association and the Canal and River 
Trust have welcomed the Second Special Report by the HS2 
Select Committee, which includes improved protection for 
canals along the route of the new high speed railway.  In 
order to protect the use, attractiveness and historic 
character of the waterways there will be further work by 
HS2 to improve the design and alignment of bridge 
crossings along the route and “a presumption that the 
perspective of canal users will be strongly taken into 
account in the design of infrastructure”. 

 

The IWA has received details of a consultation from the 
Middle Level Commissioners (MLC), the navigation 
authority for the Middle Level river system, which 
comprises 100 miles of navigable waterways in 
Cambridgeshire (including Peterborough City Council) and 
Norfolk.  For some time IWA has supported the MLC in 
working to update the legal framework, which currently 
governs their navigation function.  This is out of date and 
does not align with modern requirements or the statutory 
framework available and applicable to other navigation 
authorities. 

 

Engineers from the Environment Agency have been able to 
inspect the first InfraCore road bridge made using fibre 
reinforced polymer (FRP) after it paused on the River 
Thames outside EA offices on the way for installation at 
Mapledurham..  The 13 metre long bridge, which weighs 
less than 13 tonnes was being transported to the weir and 
complex using floating pontoons.  The bridge is strong 
enough to support 60 tonnes and has a limited warranty 
for 10 years on the wearing surface. 

 

Work over the winter on the non-tidal Thames has been 
fully completed with all locks open again for the boating 
season but navigation restrictions for the strong or 
decreasing stream flow were still in place at the end of 
February on many reaches of the river.  Maintenance work 
at two locks – Cookham and Penton Hook – has been 
postponed to a later date.  The work was part of a £100 
million programme over the past few months. 

 

The March Modern Railways noted that the West Coast 
Main Line north of Lockerbie was due to reopen on 22 
February following repairs to the viaduct at Lamington.  
The structure was damaged by Storm Frank on New Year's 
Eve since when train services have been suspended on the 
key Anglo-Scottish route.  Flooding severely weakened the 
structure, which Network Rail says was close to falling into 
the river Clyde. 

 

Engineers diverted the river and stabilised the structure 
before working to rebuild the piers.  With the bridge deck 
raised new steel bearings were installed on to one of the 
damaged piers with a new concrete plinth constructed to 
support them.  During the closure a number of passenger 
and freight trains have been diverted via the Glasgow and 
South Western route through Dumfries to Carlisle. 
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It is expected that the railway sea wall at Dover will be 
closed until the beginning of 2017, the railway having 
been closed since Christmas Eve after cracks were 
observed in the wall.  Railway operator Southeastern 
reported that since then the wall has deteriorated further.  
The wall encloses a viaduct on timber trestles backfilled 
with chalk and Network Rail and contractor Costain are 
not helped by a lack of detailed drawings of the 
arrangements. 

 

Just days after the Tyne Valley line reopened after a 
month-long closure for repairs to a landslide Network Rail 
announced that the Settle and Carlisle route north of 
Appleby would be shut for several months due to a major 
landslip involving an estimated 500,000 tonnes of earth. 

 

 

Rail 798 notes that on Southend Pier (HEW 79) the 1.3 
mile pier railway is considered life-expired, and the 
weight of the track a danger to the main structure.  The 
Borough Council is considering how to replace it.  Near 
Totnes the South Devon Railway's new Ashburton 
Junction signal box was due to be commissioned in April. 

 

The IWA Bulletin 27 March records that work will soon 
begin to stabilise Stainton Aqueduct on the northern 
reaches of the Lancaster Canal (HEW 395) in Cumbria 
after flooding left the structure close to collapse.  
Contractors to CRT will begin to secure the aqueduct's 
damaged wall that has caused its arch to crack.  A more 
permanent dam to protect the canal pound will also be 
installed. Costing over £250,000 work will take about six 
weeks and are part of a multi-million pound programme 
of works needed as a result of the floods.  On the Calder 
and Hebble Navigation, Eland and Crowther bridges need 
to be completely rebuilt after the Boxing Day floods.  On 
the Rochdale Canal around 7500 tonnes of debris need 
to be removed after floods damaged the waterway. 

 

A 150-year old Grade II listed metal swing footbridge 
over the Royal Locks on the River Weaver in Cheshire is to 
get a new lease of life- thanks to a major renovation 
project.  CRT has removed the bridge and transported it 
on a low loader to Yorkshire for major repair and 
renovation work. 

 

Following the removal of 200 cubic metres of soil from 
Harborne Wharf at Selly Oak, Birmingham, the Lapal 
Canal Trust is reported by the 14 April IWA Bulletin  to be 
delighted to see the winter rain filling up the basin,  
There will be plenty of room for boats after 60 years 
when the planned link to the Worcester to Birmingham  
is completed with next two years. 

 

On the Wey and Arun Canal vehicles began using the 
new Compasses bridge on 31 March and the concrete 

causeway which gave access to Dunsfold aerodrome can 
now be removed and the canal realigned through the 
bridge. 

 

Readers of this newsletter are asked, whenever they read 
of something which they think might deserve mention 
here, to send it, or a copy, no later than about a week 
before the deadline to: 

Mr A B George BSc FICE 
8 Clevedon Close 
EXETER, Devon EX4 6HQ 
 

 
Editor’s Note 
By Dermot O’Dwyer 
 

May I repeat the regular appeal for Newsletter 
contributions which may include diagrams, photographs 
and / or illustrations.  Those which are both informative 
and appeal for further information, or publicise 
forthcoming conferences or the availability of recent books, 
etc., are particularly welcome.   
 

Contributions should be sent to the ICE as soon as possible 
after receipt of this newsletter by post to: 

Mrs Carol Morgan 
Library and Information Services 
Institution of Civil Engineers 
One Great George Street 
Westminster, LONDON SW1P 3AA 

 
by email to: carol.morgan@ice.org.uk   
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