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Heritage is really about the future 
by Robert Carr 
 
The television personality Griff Rhys Jones is the President 
of Civic Voice, an organisation concerned with the built 
environment of England. He was present at an All Party 
Parliamentary Group meeting at Westminster in London 
this year where he made a remarkable speech, the thrust 
of which we should take note of. He made the point that 
rather than just being about the past, Heritage is really 
about the future. 
 
Speaking from his own experience, he said that it was 
owing to the strenuous effort of many people, objectors, 
NIMBYs and so on that Britain is the pleasant place that it 
is. It is of paramount importance to continue with this 
demanding and uncongenial effort if people in the future 
are to have a pleasant place to live. 
 
Rhys Jones said that he liked living in London but, say 50 
years ago, London was a horrible place, it was called the 
Big Smoke. People tried to leave London and not live 
there. It was the hard work of all the protesters that 
changed London from being undesirable to being a very 
pleasant place to live in. Some of the protesters were well 
placed socially and had access to lawyers, even 
prestigious QCs - which of course is rather useful. It is 
quite clear that Rhys now very much enjoys living in 
London.  
 

Half a century ago it was planned to build motorways through 
most cities and this included London. London was to have a 
motorway box, an inner ring road and a motorway was to run 
through Belsize Park. The well-to-do residents of Belsize Park 
objected; their campaign was one of those that made a 
difference. If you look at Tottenham Court Road you may notice 
that on the west side the more recent buildings are set further 
back from the road - see photograph.  
 

 
 
This is intentional because it was planned to build a six-lane 
motorway from the north ending at Centre Point. Because of 
objections, thankfully this was never built. We never had a 
motorway box and the motorway schemes for London were 
finally abandoned. 
 
London contrasts with some other British cities, for example 
Bradford, and this is also probably true of Glasgow and 
Birmingham. Take for example that City's 'concrete collar' - if 
during the week you have visited the site of the Watt beam 
engine on the Dartmouth Circus roundabout at Aston you will 
appreciate only too well that what was being proposed for most 
large towns was appalling. Thankfully the example of Aston is 
relatively uncommon. 
 
In Nottingham, Maid Marian Way built about 55 years ago cut a 
swathe through the City's mediaeval streets and just two years 
after completion it acquired a title that has stuck to this day - 
'the ugliest street in Europe'. The phrase was coined by Arthur 
Ling, professor of town planning at the University of 
Nottingham. The strenuous defence of Bath by the architect and 
civil engineer Professor Sir Colin Buchanan is a particularly 
notable case. Bath might easily have been so very different. 
 
What people are campaigning for in Heritage is the future - not 
the past.  Griff said important things about London that many of 
us may have forgotten and his speech was something of a 
revelation. Even though at first his style was humorous, the 
message that emerged - Heritage is really about the future - 
should be taken seriously. 
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Ipswich Upper Orwell Crossings 
by Ian Anderson 
Further to the item on Ipswich Upper Orwell Crossings in 
PHEW Newsletter No 152 Dec 2016, it should be clarified 
that of the three crossings, the main road crossing is at 
present envisaged to be a low level road/pedestrian/cyclist 
viaduct south of the Wet Dock, to link the east and west 
banks, with a bascule section mid river.  This would allow 
shipping/yachts etc to pass upstream to the Wet Dock.  
The crossing of the New Cut north of the road crossing has 
been stated to be a road bridge to link the west bank with 
the Wet Dock island, but equally it could be just a 
footbridge of as-yet unknown design, to add to the Wet 
Dock lock crossing which is unavailable at present.  The 
existing lock crossing is a ground level swing road bridge, 
which has remained open for quite a while, so the existing 
bridge refurbishment (or new) crossing will link that end of 
the Wet Dock island with the east bank and the Wet Dock 
island.  A 2015 study on improving east-west access 
across the River Orwell looked at 18 different ways, 
including various bridges, a ferry crossing, a tunnel and a 
cable car(!).  Included in the considerations was shipping 
and the impossibility of a high level bridge so close to the 
town, with all the approach roads necessary.  The present 
proposals, with a provisional funding agreement of £77m 
from Dept of Transport, are probably a good compromise 
on cost and ease of construction.   
 
Another benefit arising from the three crossings is that it 
would provide an alternative route to the east side of 
Ipswich whenever the A14 Orwell Bridge is closed after an 
accident or in high winds, both of which happen quite 
frequently.  On these occasions traffic is diverted through 
Ipswich town centre causing chaos.  The other string to the 
bow is the proposed Ipswich Northern Bypass, with three 
routes at present out for consultation.  At present the A14 
on the west side of Ipswich comes south before turning 
east on the south side, and then turns north as the A12 to 
pick up the east side of Ipswich.  The Northern Bypass 
could take traffic directly from the A14 west of Ipswich over 
the top to the north east side of Ipswich, relieving the 
Orwell Bridge of most traffic to/from the east.  The A14 
across the Orwell Bridge is also used by Felixstowe Port 
traffic which would continue on that route.  As a matter of 
interest, a Kesgrave Bypass (a large district on the north 
east side of Ipswich) had been proposed (and was ready 
to tender) in 1993.  This was in effect a northern bypass, 
opening up land for more housing, but was cancelled as an 
unnecessary expense at the time.  Now there is a UK-wide 
clamour for more homes.   
 
For more information see https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/roads-
and-transport/public-transport-bus-pass-and-transport-
planning/upper-orwell-crossings/ 
 
Lowestoft and the Lake Lothing 
third crossing 

by Ian Anderson 

Almost simultaneously as the Ipswich Upper Orwell Crossings 
scheme moves forward, is a scheme to cross Lake Lothing, part 
of Lowestoft Port.  This was another scheme accepted as 
necessary by the Government in 2016, Central Government 
promising a £73.39m grant to cover a new bridge.  Lake Lothing 
divides Lowestoft between the north and south sides.  The 
existing crossings at each end, Mutford Lock in the west and 
the Bascule Bridge in the east, are inadequate for existing 
traffic, leading to congestion along roads on the north and south 
sides at peak times.  Feasibility studies on the bridge position 
along Lake Lothing concluded that a central crossing was the 
most cost effective.  The proposed bridge comprises low level 
viaducts leading to a central double bascule bridge, to allow 
shipping traffic to pass.   
 
For more information see https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/roads-and-
transport/public-transport-bus-pass-and-transport-planning/lake-
lothing-3rd-crossing/ 
 

Visit to Forth and upper Tay valleys  

30th June – 2nd July 2017 

by Sandra Purves 

 

The visit includes two night's accommodation at a hotel in the 
Edinburgh area. Travel will be by coach. The cost for two 
days Dinner Bed & Breakfast, and three days coach, is 
expected to be c. £250-300 per person. Members wishing to 
join for one day only will be most welcome. 

 
Provisionally the visit will include the Forth & Clyde and Union 
Canals in the Falkirk area with a boat trip on the oldest 
navigable and newest canal on the Friday. Dunkeld Bridge, 
Stanley Mills and the Tummel – Garry Hydro-Electric Scheme – 
will be visited on the Saturday, finishing with various crossings 
over the rivers Forth and Tay, and a harbour on the Fife coast 
on the Sunday. The visit will start on Friday 30 June at 10.00am 
in Edinburgh and will finish c. 5.00pm on Sunday 2 July. 
To reserve places, we ask that you pay a deposit of £10 per 
person using the online booking function on the ICE website at 
https://www.ice.org.uk/events/summer-visit-to-forth-and-upper-
tay-valleys   
 
Joining instructions will be forwarded late May/early June. Any 
queries or for further information please contact the Event 
Organiser, Sandra Purves, PHEW Panel Member West of 
Scotland, Tel. 0131-556 4503, email: 
spurves004@btinternet.com 

mailto:spurves004@btinternet.com
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Edinburgh’s new Marriott 
Courtyard Hotel  

By Roland Paxton, Emeritus 
Member 
Since 1968, the PHEW has significantly and 
increasingly recorded and promoted civil engineering 
and the authentic conservation of important works. 
Marriott Hotels in association with a heritage 
developer, the Chris Stewart Group, have adopted an 
iconic Stevenson lighthouse engineering theme in 
their redevelopment of Georgian Buildings at Baxter 
Place, Edinburgh, which was formerly owned by 
Robert Stevenson C.E. This initiative comprises more 
than a thousand permanently displayed images, a 
bust, and a plaque.                 

The historical significance of Baxter Place is that the 
first and second generations of Scotland’s Northern 
Lighthouse Board Engineers, Thomas Smith and 
Stevenson, lived and worked there from its 
completion in 1804. Thomas died there in 1815 and 
Robert in 1850. During this period the world-
renowned Bell Rock Lighthouse, eleven miles out to 
sea from Arbroath, was erected under Stevenson’s 
direction as resident engineer [from 1808-42 the 
Board’s Engineer]. The success of this project 
enabled him to found the remarkable Dynasty of 
Engineers that practised widely for 1½ centuries.     

The hotel redevelopment, only the façade of which is 
now original, is understood to be part of a £30m 
project. The hotel’s bust of Stevenson is a full size 
replica of the finely sculptured marble original. The 
original bust was conceived by Commissioners in 
1824 in the ‘Stranger’s’ Room or ‘Library’, under the 
dome of Bell Rock Lighthouse, as a tribute to their 
engineer’s ‘distinguished talent and indefatigable zeal’ 
in erecting the lighthouse. It was then executed by 
leading sculptor Samuel Joseph and from c.1828 
adorned the ‘Library’, a facility enjoyed by lighthouse 
keepers more or less as shown, for 140 years  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bell Rock Lighthouse library furnished by Stevenson as seen 

in writer R.M. Ballantyne’s watercolour painting in 1865. 

Courtesy National Library of Scotland N.L.S. Acc. 11962.  

When I visited in 1986 the room’s grandeur had 
diminished and it was in use as a kitchen leavened 
with exciting paperbacks. The bust is now at the 
Northern Lighthouse Board’s H.Q. in Edinburgh].                                                                                                                                

The hotel replica bust was made [from a Stevenson family 
copy] by Clare Flatley of Edinburgh Sculpture Workshop in 
white jesmonite with marble stone filler. Recently it was 
unveiled by James Will, Robert Stevenson’s great, great, 
great, grandson and his daughter Anna, who has just 
graduated in mechanical engineering, the first member of 
the Stevenson dynasty to engage in this discipline for 
several generations  

 

 

Stevenson Bust 
unveiled at 
Marriott Hotel by 
Anna and James 
Will ©Mike 
Wilkinson 

 

 

 

My attendance at this congenial commemoration, in co-
operation with Peter Mackay Chairman of the Northern 
Lighthouse Heritage Trust, stemmed from advisory 
contributions as the project progressed and on the day, 
presentation of copies of the book Dynasty of Engineers – 
The Stevensons and the Bell Rock, courtesy of the 
Lighthouse Board, to Marriott Hotel staff and General 
Manager, Douglas Winfield. He commented on the hotel’s 
enormous respect for the building’s past and his 
expectation that the bust would provide a real talking point 
for arriving guests. Mike Bullock, Chief Executive of the 
Northern Lighthouse Board added, that it was exciting to 
have one of the most important buildings in the Board’s 
history brought back to life. He commended the Chris 
Stewart Group and the Hotel for telling the story of the 
Stevenson family and their amazing contribution to 
maritime safety. 

 

Warwickshire’s Industrial 
Archaeology Database 

by Roger Cragg 
Over the 28 years of its existence since its foundation in 1989, 
the Warwickshire Industrial Archaeology Society (WIAS) has, 
through the efforts of its members, accumulated a large fund of 
knowledge about sites of interest throughout the County. (It 
should be mentioned that historically the Society considers the 
adjacent Districts of Coventry and Solihull to be within its remit 
although they have both been a constituent part of the County 
of West Midlands since the re-organisation of local government 
in 1974). 
 
Recently the Society’s committee considered how best to make 
this information more accessible to its members and others with 
an interest in the subject.  It was decided that a database of 
sites would be created with the main aim that it should generate 
a list of sites which would be readily accessible via the Society’s 
web site.  Sufficient information would be contained in the 
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database to enable anyone wishing to identify the location 
of sites of interest to obtain a moderate amount of 
information on the location and nature of the site.  It was 
intended that the amount of information about each site 
would limited in order to make the database of a size 
which would be easily searchable. A colour digital image 
would be provided for each of the sites listed. At this stage 
it was not intended that the database would be a detailed 
record of each site but it would enable members and new-
comers to easily discover sites which they might be 
interested in visiting. 
 
Consequently, an Access database was constructed to 
contain the site information. The database record for each 
site contains the following information: 
 

o The database record number (used to locate the 
corresponding image in the album) 

o The name of the site 
o The 1:50,000 O.S. map sheet number and a six-

figure grid reference 
o The local District (Coventry, North Warwickshire, 

Nuneaton, Rugby, Solihull, Stratford, Warwick) 
o The ‘industry’ represented (chosen from a 

classified list) 
o The location of the site  
o Its accessibility (public access, limited access, 

visible from a point of access or private) 
o A brief description of the site 

 
From the database, two reports are created, one in which 
the sites are arranged in order of district and one in which 
the sites are arranged by industry classification.  Thus, it is 
hoped that anyone searching the database will be able to 
locate sites either within a particular locality or 
representing a particular industry.  The two reports are 
then published as .pdf files which are uploaded to the 
Society’s web site along with the image album.  The 
database section of the web site is updated at suitable 
intervals as new sites are added to the database. 
 
A small sub-group of the Society committee is charged 
with creating and maintaining the database with Roger 
Cragg acting as Database Supervisor.  Data submission 
forms together with notes for guidance are issued and 
members of the Society (and others) are encouraged to 
submit these forms to the Supervisor who then enters the 
site onto the database. 
 
So far progress has been rapid and currently there are 364 
sites recorded representing a diverse range of industries 
from ‘Air:Airfields’ through ‘Motor vehicles’ and 
‘Rail:Bridges’ to ‘Water:Wells’  
 
Three examples are given below to illustrate the nature of 
the data and the range of the sites covered: 
 
 
a) Nelson’s Gelatine Works 
 
 
 

WARwick District 
Wharf Street Warwick 
O.S. sheet 151  SP293657 
Animal:Gelatine 
Visible from a place of public 
access 
 
 
 
 

 
Some of the remaining buildings of what were the extensive 
works of George Nelson Dale & Co.; gelatine manufacturers at 
Emscote Mills, Wharf Street, Warwick. Bounded to the north by 
the Warwick & Napton Canal.  The firm was founded in 1837, 
moved to Emscote in 1841 and was in production until 1972.  
The various buildings are now used for a mix of light industrial 
and commercial purposes.  
 
 

b) Berkswell Windmill 
 
SOLihull 
Windmill Lane, Balsall Common 
O.S. sheet 139  SP249759 
Power:Wind 
Public access at times 
 
 
 
 
 

A tower mill standing on a low mound and surrounded by a low 
circular wall. A red brick tower with a boat-shaped cap.  Two 
common sails and two patent sails spanning 60 ft. Two pairs of 
stones. Built in 1826 and worked by wind until 1927. Recently 
restored. 
 
c) Hawkesbury Junction Bridge 

 
NUNeaton 
Hawkesbury canal 
junction, Bedworth 
O.S. sheet 140  
SP363846 
Canal:Bridges 
Public access always 
 
 

This relatively large bridge carries the towpath of the Coventry 
Canal over the entrance to the Oxford Canal. Erected in 1837 
with a single cast iron arch of 60 ft. span. Engineer John 
Sinclair, ironwork cast by Handysides of Derby. 
 
To visit the database, search for ‘warwickshireias.org’, click on 
‘DATABASE’ in the header then scroll down to click on the 
‘INDUSTRY DATABASE’*, ‘LOCATION DATABASE’* or 
‘PHOTO DATABASE’ as required. *for these reports the Adobe 
pdf reader is required 
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6th International Congress on 
Construction History 
 
The 6th International Congress on Construction History will 
be organized in Brussels, from July 9 to July 13, 2018. For 
the first time, we will organise thematic sessions as well as 
the usual open ones. Today we launch the call for 
sessions and we are looking forward to receive your 
proposals by April 1, 2017.  
Important deadlines: 
Submit sessions: April 1, 2017 
Call for abstracts: May 1, 2017 
Submit abstracts: June 15, 2017 
Submit papers: December 1, 2017 

Conference: July 9-13, 2018   
For more information see http://6icch.org 
 

Book Review 
by Mike Chrimes 
Rocket man with Cousin Jacks: Robert Stephenson in 
Colombia 1824-1827, by Bob Longridge, Newcastle: 
Robert Stephenson Trust, 2016. ISBN 978 095 3516  24 
7. £11.99. 
 

This is a 4 part study of Robert 
Stephenson’s work in Colombia as a 
mining engineer/manager for the 
Colombia Mining Association, in the 
formative part of his career as a civil 
engineer. His sojourn there is well 
known form the earliest biographies 
by Jeaffreson and Smiles, and his 
motivation in going has been 
considered by most modern 

biographies, however none of the latter have considered 
the original source material to be found in the Illingworth 
Archive at the University of Indiana. The Robert 
Stephenson Trust arranged to obtain copies of the 
correspondence from Stephenson to Illingworth, his boss 
in the CMA venture. These, alongside letters to family and 
others, form the basis for the first part of the book, and 
probably represent the largest single source of 
Stephenson’s correspondence in print . The second part is 
built around Charles Empson’s ‘Narratives of South 
America’ (1836). The title is a misnomer as it effectively 
describes Colombia as it was when Stephenson was there, 
and in particular illustrates the cottage that Stephenson 
lived in, including the sketch which later Stephenson 
biographies have drawn on. This provides a useful contrast 
to the work-oriented correspondence of Stephenson. Part 
3 deals with the Cousin Jacks of the title, the Cornish 
miners upon whom Stephenson relied, and with whom he 
developed his managerial skills. The final part briefly 
describes Bob Longridge’s visit to present day Colombia, 
and the few visible remains of the mining enterprise there. 
Together the contents provide a comprehensive picture of 
a little studied part of Robert Stephenson’s life, and also a 
rare insight into British mining enterprise in early 
nineteenth century Latin America. There were many 

enterprises like the CMA, few were long lasting, and few of the 
mining engineers are remembered today. One can imagine 
Stephenson’s experiences were typical, and the motives of the 
shareholders and directors as venal. On page 25 there is a 
telling addendum discussing what happened after Stephenson’s 
departure – miners’ pay fell from 12 guineas to £5 a month, 
millwrights’ pay halved from £25 to £12. The numbers of native 
employees had risen. Santa Ana continued to be mined by 
British enterprises until c. 1874. Net losses were over $1m. 
Robert was well out of it. 

 
Chairman’s Column 
by Gordon Masterton 
Engineering History and Heritage is the ICE’s journal in the 
Proceedings family concerned with “all aspects of the 
history and heritage of civil engineering and construction”. 
It is essential reading for all engineers interested in and 
concerned with advancing knowledge and improving 
practice in engineering history and also in the practical 
aspects of conservation and restoration. That covers a 
wide field, and so it should.  

There have been two thought-provoking articles in the 
journal recently that merit particular mention. Mike 
Chrimes’ well-referenced paper in the November 2016 
issue  is, as we would expect, a brilliantly researched 
retrospective of past practice and a sharp review of 
successes and failures in more recent times. It calls for a 
deeper understanding and empathy amongst all 
engineering professionals of engineering heritage and 
conservation principles; and it calls for a demonstration of 
love and respect for works now in our care through an 
understanding of the professionals of the past. As Mike 
says, we need more than just the Brunels and Bazalgette 
as our engineering heroes.    

In the February 2017 issue  the Chair of the Editorial 
Advisory Panel, Bill Addis, gives a timely reminder of why 
various distinguished authorities believed it was important 
for engineers to study history, and makes a plea for 
engineers to be involved in assessing the engineering 
significance of existing structures, as distinct from, and 
complementary to, their architectural importance. 

Both papers are highly recommended. Bill encouraged 
more contributions to the ‘debate’ about engineering 
history, conservation and heritage and I echo the 
sentiment. But debate is, for me, the wrong term. Debates 
imply choices to be made, votes to be cast, and a yes/no 
decision to be made on what is a highly complex topic. We 
have seen how difficult it is for politicians to simplify 
complex issues in their efforts to influence the British public 
in casting referendum votes. Over-simplification can lead 
to sloganizing and being economical with the truth!     

In advancing knowledge and practice I’m happy to read 
any contributions, to soak up the information provided, to 
reflect upon it and, possibly some time later, to draw upon 
it in guiding my conscience on matters for which I am 
asked, or choose, to express an opinion. The body of 
knowledge we possess is determined by the quality of that 
to which we are exposed, and choose to absorb. 
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Furthermore, I’m not entirely sure what knowledge I 
may need to inform my opinions. I doubt if any of us 
can truly define the gaps in our knowledge. We may 
have a broad view of the subject areas of which we 
want to keep abreast, and hold personal idiosyncratic 
interests in a number of other areas that may subtly 
influence our thinking. But not much more than that. 
Unlike school and university, we don’t have the 
benefit of a curriculum for life, or sample exam papers 
that can prepare us for what to expect. Real life and 
real work doesn’t conform.  

What I do know is that if I stop reading, or listening, 
my knowledge will atrophy – and, by the way, 
increasingly rapidly!  

In this broad church of Engineering History and 
Heritage, I’m eclectic in taste and appetite. I want to 
read about conservation, and I want to read about 
heroic achievements of the past. I want to understand 
what caused engineering failures, and I want to read 
about engineering projects that changed lives for the 
better. I also want to read about the engineers who 
had the vision and drive to see that they would.  

Those who study architectural history are interested 
as much in the architects, their interests, their views 
on society, their desires and their ambitions just as 
much as the bricks and concrete of their oeuvre. You 
wouldn’t expect the buildings of Le Corbusier or Frank 
Lloyd Wright to be discussed or debated without the 
additional illumination and insight into how they 
themselves formed their world view and who 
influenced them. Can we really understand the 
contribution of Ove Arup without knowing something 
of his politics and societal ambitions? His life and his 
art are entwined. Those involved in sympathetic 
conservation and restoration of Arup structures in 
future years should understand that too. 

The same is true in mainstream historical studies. A 
history of the Great War cannot be complete without 
an insight into the relationships between the King, the 
Kaiser, the Tsar, Asquith, Edward Grey and others or 
the circumstances leading to the flash-points that 
triggered the conflict and the people involved. Was it 
the straitjacket of railway timetables or demagogic 
personality traits that most influenced the way it 
played out? And when the fighting started, the 
personalities of the puppet-masters and their strained 
relationships – Haig, French, Lloyd-George, Pétain, 
Nivelle, Foch are as fascinating and relevant as the 
statistics of battle. People are as important – and as 
interesting – as the objects or the organisations they 
create. The complex system of systems in which we 
operate owes as much to the wetware of human 
behaviour as the software and hardware.         

It gets even more complex. All writing is subjective, so 
we also need to attempt to understand the 
perspective of the writers. Samuel Smiles had 
strongly held beliefs and a philosophy of life that 
influenced his choice of subjects and the way he 
portrayed them. Without that extra layer of 
knowledge, we lack some material evidence and our 
opinion is less informed. We need to know the 

mainstream historians who were Marxist, and those who 
were conservative.     

So my call is for the boundaries of interest in all aspects of 
engineering history and heritage, the artefacts and the 
personalities, to be as wide as possible and for the journals 
in the field to recognise the complexity and colour that can 
be added with that deeper understanding of all of the 
influencing factors - preferably without resorting to multiple 
subscriptions to get that wide view. I don’t like silos.  

I have just read Simon Bradley’s superb history of railways, 
now out in paperback . Unlike many technical accounts, he 
brings the subject to life with a perfect combination of the 
technological innovation and the cultural and social 
changes that came with it. We receive the necessary facts 
of the evolution of the network, but it is enlivened 
immeasurably by the vignettes of the personalities 
involved. I agree entirely with his assessment of Brunel by 
the way. But to fully understand that comment you have to 
understand something of my views too!   

   

HEWs in the News 
by Brian George 
The Bristol press has contained much about the Clifton 
Suspension Bridge (HEW 129) this year and in newsletter 
151 I recounted the influence of Sarah Guppy's patent in 
the design of both Telford’s and Brunel's bridges.  The 
Bristol Post has reported on the maintenance of the top of 
the Clifton tower in March and the Leigh Wood tower in 
July and on 10 August showed a photograph of the 
underground chambers, two of which have been opened to 
general public guided viewers.  The 12 chambers below 
each tower were accidentally discovered in 2002, having 
been hidden since 1864, and they were clearly reviewed in 
the recent television programme on Clifton Bridge.  Now 
the Bristol Post has been able to show a photograph of a 
new bridge linking the city centre to the new Arena which is 
65 metres span and 18 metres wide and called Brick's 
Bridge after a local Victorian builder. 

 
The still waters of our historic canals are providing an 
excellent surface for our latest, fasted growing, British 
water sport, SUP, Stand Up Paddling.  The participants 
stand on a specially designed board, put on a lightweight, 
easily detachable velcro leash, and hold a single-bladed 
paddle with both hands.  They move the paddle from one 
side of the board to the other as they steer through the 
water.  Waterways, Winter issue 234, tell us in a two-page 
article that most people can master the strokes in just an 
hour or two.  There can be difficulties, such as the wash 
from a nearby longboat.  A licence is required from the 
relevant navigation authority. 

 
In Newsletter 151 I mentioned the re-opening of a rail 
freight centre at Knowsley, east of Liverpool by Potters 
Logistics.  Now Rail 812 has noted that the company has 
completed the expansion of the rail freight terminal and 
storage centre at Ely, where 10 acres of the site are 
available for the storage of rolling stock in 13 sidings.  Rail 
813 notes that it is storing Class 442 EMUs for Angel 
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Trains, which owns the 442s, in these new sidings.   
Potters Logistics also has a rail freight terminal at 
Selby in North Yorkshire. 
 
On 4 November Independent Television announced 
the completion of the port of Liverpool 2, which has 
been delayed this year.  This important development 
for Liverpool and the North-West has the capacity for 
the deep water berthing of two super-large container 
ships of capacity 13,500 TEU containers.  The 
£400,000 construction began in 2013 and is funded 
by Peel Ports. 

 
Channel 5 Television has been running a series of 
programmes on the construction of famous British 
bridges commencing with the Forth Bridges and 
followed by the first Severn Road bridge and the 
Clifton Suspension bridge.  On 4 November it was the 
turn of the Britannia Bridge over the Menai Channel 
and careful attention was paid to both Stephenson's 
overall conception and Fairbairn's contribution to box 
girder design.  The Institution of Civil Engineers, its 
library and portraits also featured strongly. 

It was pleasant to have hews on another programme.  
On the afternoon of 10 November we switched on 
BBC 1 for Escape to the Country and after the usual 
reviews on the countryside, this time of West Sussex, 
and as a final introduction, we were shown Worthing 
Pier (HEW 1270) and told that it was the thirteenth 
pier to be constructed in this country, and to judge 
whether that was lucky or not, that in 1900 its 
seaward buildings were swept away in a gale, a few 
years later the landward buildings were destroyed by 
fire and in 1940 the pier was destroyed as part of the 
invasion protection, but it is now rebuilt.  Having 
viewed one or two houses we were taken to the Wey 
and Arun Canal, (HEW 1574) where their chairman 
said that the canal trust had 3000 members of whom 
some 250 were active volunteers, who were currently 
restoring the 24-mile route of the canal.  

But perhaps the most significant television 
programme was on BBC 4 on 13 November entitled 
Canals: The Making of a Nation, when the concept 
and construction of the Leeds and Liverpool Canal 
was shown with all the difficulties of going through the 
Pennines.  This time it mentioned that the Institution 
of Civil Engineers was formed 10 years after 
completion of the canal, we viewed the building in 
Great George Street and the library and Gordon 
Masterton signed off the programme. 

 
In 2017, commencing in December, it is expected that 
Eurostar will commence a service from Amsterdam to 
London St Pancras via the Channel Tunnel and HS1 
with a morning and evening service each way on 
Monday to Friday and Sunday and a single service on 
Saturday each way.  In December this year it is 
expected that Chiltern Railways will extend their 
Marylebone to Oxford Parkway via Bicester Village 
service to Oxford station, notes Modern Railways 
November. 

A new railway station is in an advanced state of 
construction on the Midland Main Line to Sheffield and 
north of Trowell junction, to replace the Ilkeston Junction 
station closed in 1967, notes Rail 814, 817 and Modern 
Railways December with photographs.  Ilkeston lies on the 
river Erewash with a population of about 36,000 and 
although in Derbyshire it is much closer to the county town, 
Nottingham, than Derby.  It will be interesting to see if it 
becomes an important park and ride location for this area.  
Waterways, Winter 2016, notes that the Nottinghamshire 
and Derbyshire branch is preparing to host the IWA's 
Festival of Water in Ilkeston later in 2017.      

 
The Daily Telegraph Monday 28 November showed a 
remarkable photograph of Blackpool North Pier (HEW 646) 
in the golden evening sunset.  Two people walking on the 
wet sand appeared to be walking on water!  The clear sky 
was predicted to provide a temperature of -6

o
C.    

The Business section of the Telegraph on 12 December 
showed a photograph of an extensive three-part structure 
in the North Sea off the Yorkshire coast called the Rough 
Storage Facility.  This is where Centrica store gas 9000 
feet below sea level, and because the facility was closed 
for maintenance during the summer our central heating 
reserves are low, being only a third of the usual 12 days 
capacity for winter peak demand.  Here is a great civil 
engineering structure subject to the weathering of the sea 
that cannot last forever but which must be an historic 
engineering work now and in the future.     

The same source on 16 December showed another fine 
Centrica structure.  The company announced that its 
Cygnus field in the North Sea, co-owned with France's 
Engie, had started production that week, a year late and 
over budget, becoming the biggest producing gas field in 
the basin.  The Cygnus field is 150km off the Lincolnshire 
coast, Centrica has a 49% stake and Engie, the operator,  
a 39% stake.    
 
At present there appear to be three major canal systems 
undergoing long term recovery, the Cotswolds, the Wey 
and Arun and the Montgomery.  For the latter the IWA 
Bulletin 26 October reports that for this, one of Britain's 
most picturesque canals, plans for restoration have 
received a major boost with the announcement that £4.2m 
to restore a further part of the Montgomery Canal can get 
underway, thanks to a £2.5m grant from the Heritage 
Lottery Fund.  The bid is a major step forward in the 47 
year restoration, where about 50% of the canal has already 
been completed.  With the help of volunteers, work is due 
to start in 2017 and should be completed in 2020.  It will 
see a further 1.25 miles of the canal and a winding hole 
reopen to Crickheath, (O.S., SN2923), 4.2 miles south of 
Oswestry, Shropshire. 

It will also improve access to the canal create new nature 
reserves and improve almost 4 miles of towpath between 
Welshpool and Llanymynech on the English border.  This 
work will bring boats back to Crickheath for the first time in 
80 years.  This project is also supported with funding from 
Powys County Council, Shropshire Union Canal Society, 
IWA and the Friends of the Montgomery Canal.   
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In IWA's Staffordshire and South Cheshire Branch 
good progress has been made on the Cheshire locks 
over the summer period with works on lock 43 plus 
the surrounding area being completed.      

Tiny beetles have halted an outbreak of weed which 
was choking part of a historic waterway.  The two 
millimetre-long North American weevils nibbled away 
at a carpet of vegetation on the Wey and Arun Canal 
clearing the non-native fern in just a few weeks.  
Twelve thousand weevils were released into the water 
at Tickner's Heath, Dunsfold, in July, to combat Azolla 
filiculoides.  This floating fern is considered one of the 
most invasive plants in the country. 

A team of divers has braved the cold to carry out 
important repairs needed to a canal lock which forms 
the gateway to Lincolnshire waterways.  The divers, 
working on behalf of the CRT, carried out the repairs 
at Torksey Lock, which marks the junction of the River 
Trent and Fossdyke Canal.  The divers repaired a 
damaged 'spear rod' that connects the lock 
mechanism to a sluice door (or paddle) under water 
level.  The lock enables boaters to make their way to 
Lincoln, Boston and beyond: the Fossdyke probably 
dates back to Roman times.  The railway viaduct over 
the river Trent recently converted to a cycleway and 
footpath that was mentioned in Newsletter 151 lies 
half a mile to the north of Torksey Lock. 

The IWA concern over the proposed tidal barrier at 
Boston, mentioned in Newsletter 152, has resulted in 
the announcement of a public inquiry to be held in 
2017.  On 13 December CRT published its annual 
report into the state of the waterways heritage.  
Despite the devastating floods in the winter of 2015, 
progress has been made.  As part of the £43.7 million 
spent on inspections and works to its waterways in 
2015/16, the Trust carried out work on 194 listed and 
scheduled canal structures.  James Bridge Aqueduct 
was removed from the heritage at risk register after a 
programme of repair.  However, after the floods 
Stanton Aqueduct on the Lancaster Canal was added, 
meaning that the total on the register remains at 24. 

 
At Queensbury, 3 miles north of Halifax, the debate 
continues over reopening the 1.4 mile tunnel between 
Bradford and Halifax (closed in May 1955) for use as 
a footpath and cycleway, notes Rail 817.  The 
Queensbury Tunnel Society says that repair work can 
be carried out for £2.8 million, less than a tenth of the 
figure put forward by the owner, Highways England.  
The structure has suffered partial collapse and is 
flooded in places. 

In Northampton the 1873 London and North Western 
railway engine shed near the site of Bridge Street 
station is to be restored, with the support of a £1.3 
million grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund.  It has 
been out of use for about 15 years after a fire ended 
its occupancy by Avon Cosmetics. 

In Manchester the airport authorities have 
safeguarded the alignment of the Chester line from 
Mobberley to build its new western link, instead of it 
being taken over for building development.  Some of 

the pressure for the change of mind came from the Mid-
Cheshire Rail Users Association. 

A mining start-up wants to create a lithium industry in 
Cornwall after snapping up the rights to drill for the mineral 
and extract it from hot underground brine, notes the Daily 
Telegraph 20 January.  Cornish Lithium has gained the 
rights to prospect for lithium from two other mining 
companies and a private estate, covering an area 15 miles 
wide.  It is now seeking investors to raise an initial 
£5million for exploration to identify the best area for drilling.  
Lithium is used in batteries of sizes from those needed for 
smartphones to electric cars.  I remember that the hot 
water has been considered for local heating but that this 
seemed to be uneconomic at the time.  However, if 
extracted for lithium the combination of uses might be 
more profitable.  Providing local baths might be attractive 
for tourists, just as at Bath in Somerset! 

 
Some 2500 lorry movements per year are expected to be 
saved by the installation of a rail loading facility at 
Tarmac's Aberthaw cement works, which has been 
manufacturing cement for over 100 years and is close to 
the Bridgend to Barry line in Wales.  Cement will be 
transported to depots in the south-west, including 
Westbury in Wiltshire and Moorswater near Liskeard in 
Cornwall, notes Modern Railways, January. 

 
Readers of this newsletter are asked, whenever they read 
of something which they think might deserve mention here, 
to send it, or a copy, no later than about a week before the 
deadline to: 

Mr A B George BSc FICE 

8 Clevedon Close 

EXETER, Devon EX4 6HQ 

 
Editor’s Note 
By Dermot O’Dwyer 
 

May I repeat the regular appeal for Newsletter 
contributions which may include diagrams, photographs 
and / or illustrations.  Those which are both informative and 
appeal for further information, or publicise forthcoming 
conferences or the availability of recent books, etc., are 
particularly welcome.   

 

Contributions should be sent to the ICE as soon as possible 

after receipt of this newsletter by post to: 

Mrs Carol Morgan 

Library and Information Services 

Institution of Civil Engineers 

One Great George Street 

Westminster, LONDON SW1P 3AA 

 

by email to: carol.morgan@ice.org.uk   
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