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2017 Graduate and Student Communications Competition 

Guidelines for organisers 

 
Overview 

This team competition promotes the development of excellent communication for ICE’s 
younger members. Competitors need to use their inter-personal skills as they present a civil 
engineering project at a mock public consultation meeting. They will need to win over the 
judges and audience as they make a presentation and face questions on how the project will 
affect a local community. 

 

There are three rounds to the competition: 

 Regional heats will take place in participating UK regions between January and April 
2017 

 Semi-finals will take place in specific locations around the UK in May and June 2017 
 National final will take place at ICE headquarters in London on Tuesday 19 

September 2017 

 

Organising guidelines 

 

Before the event 

 Liaise with the local Regional Support Team (RST) to choose a date for the heat and 
ensure the competition is promoted to all student and graduate members in the 
region. The local RST can also provide support for venue booking, catering and AV 
requirements. This should be done as far in advance as possible 

 Recruit three judges – ideally, the panel should be made up of the regional or branch 
chairman and two people who are not from the engineering industry. Please ask for a 
short biography to help with the introductions at the start of the competition  

 

On the day 

 Ensure the judges are happy with their roles, a chair and a timekeeper have been 
nominated, and the teams are aware of the running order  

 Ensure the AV equipment is working properly 
 Welcome everyone to the event and introduce the teams and judges to the audience 
 Inform the audience of the role they play in the competition. Encourage them to ask 

difficult questions and remind them that they should pretend the project is going to 
happen in their community. Ensure the audience treats all the teams equally – 
especially if one team have brought supporters  

 Describe the competition format and remind the teams that they have 20 minutes to 
complete their presentation and 10 minutes for the Q&A session. The judges will give 
teams up to 3 minutes extra (23 minutes total) for the presentation, but this will be 
taken from the Q&A session (7 minutes)  

 Let the teams get on with it! Don’t be afraid to intervene if the audience misbehaves 
or if the time-keeping judge lets things run on! 



 

2 ICE Communications Competition  Institution of Civil Engineers 

 After all teams have presented, allow the judges to deliberate. They will need to 
complete the marking sheets and finalise their scores. The judges’ decision is final 
and the Chair of the panel holds the deciding vote in the event of a tie. 

 Introduce the chair of the judging panel who will announce the winning team, 
congratulate the winners and present the prize(s)  

 Thank everyone for their support, feedback and attendance and make closing 
remarks 


