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Manifesto for 
infrastructure

Modern societies depend on infrastructure to sustain their quality 
of life and business competitiveness. Infrastructure is the bedrock of 
economic growth and has the capacity to create jobs and significantly 
improve people’s lives by reducing commuting time for workers, 
moving goods around the country and making our communities 
resilient.
 
Our advanced economy increasingly relies on connectivity – bringing 
people together physically and virtually to innovate and trade. 
Investors need confidence that our infrastructure systems are 
reliable and affordable.

ICE calls on all 
political parties to:

Place infrastructure 
investment at the heart 
of economic policy

The UK needs a long-term strategic approach 
to infrastructure provision that can cope 
with future uncertainties (in population, 
technological development and climate), but 
commits to critical decisions when they are 
needed.

The National Infrastructure Commission 
(NIC) is due to publish its interim National 
Infrastructure Assessment in the summer of 
2017, and its full report in spring 2018. The 
assessment will consider how infrastructure 
decisions influence other policy agendas. 
All parties should commit to the 
recommendations from the NIC.

Ensure that Brexit 
negotiations consolidate 
the UK’s status as an 
attractive location for 
infrastructure investment

A strong pipeline of work and well 
established models of economic regulation 
has led to many international investors, 
financiers and developers basing operations 
in the UK. Maintaining a healthy pipeline of 
activity is crucial to consolidating this position. 
Ensuring that the Brexit negotiation process 
does not disrupt this will mean that investors, 
financiers and developers will continue to 
have a positive view of the UK. 

Clarity on our future relationship with the 
European Investment Bank (EIB) should be 
an immediate priority in forthcoming 
negotiations. In preparation for the possibility 
of loss of UK membership, the Government 
should start consulting with industry now on 
alternative options for filling this gap in the 
investment mix, including a UK investment 
bank. Avoid a self-inflicted 

skills crisis

By 2020 the UK could suffer a net loss 
of up to 214,000 EU workers. A rapid 
reduction of EU nationals in our 
workforce on this scale would be 
disastrous for the sector. The resulting 
cost inflation and labour shortages will 
cause delays and make some vital 
projects unaffordable.

Government should guarantee the 
status of existing EU nationals currently 
working in the UK. Securing the status of 
UK workers in the EU should also be a 
priority objective at the outset of the 
Brexit negotiations. 
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Make the UK a global 
leader in infrastructure 
innovation and 
technology

The UK infrastructure sector is fast 
gaining a global reputation for 
developing and deploying new 
technologies to manage assets and 
networks more effectively and 
improve services to end users. 
Exploiting these advantages can 
secure the cost effective, affordable, 
high performing networks we need 
to thrive. When combined with our 
world-leading finance, legal and 
advisory capabilities it can open up 
high value export opportunities at 
a time of global demand for 
infrastructure.

Infrastructure must remain a priority 
in the final Industrial Strategy. 
Government and the infrastructure 
sector must establish a shared 
programme to exploit the UK’s 
existing advantages in innovation 
and technology.
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Drive productivity 
and regional growth 
through the nation’s 
infrastructure

The UK’s productivity is poor 
compared to other G7 countries – 
35% behind Germany and 18% 
behind the G7 average. There are 
also significant regional disparities in 
productivity throughout the UK. The 
Northern Powerhouse city regions 
have a population comparable with 
that of London; however, labour 
productivity is £17k lower per 
worker than in London.
 
A 1% rise in productivity every year 
in the UK would, within a decade, 
add £240 billion to the size of the 
economy. There is a direct connection 
between the efficiency and 
effectiveness of our infrastructure and 
productivity within communities across 
the UK. All parties should commit 
to delivering the Modern Industrial 
Strategy so that infrastructure services 
increase productivity.
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• £1 of infrastructure construction raises economic activity by 
£2.841 

• Every 1,000 direct jobs created by the delivery of new  
infrastructure boosts wider employment by over 3,000 jobs2

• UK population will be 75 million by 2050

• The UK’s housing needs are estimated to amount to at least 
300,000 new homes per year for the foreseeable future

• The direct cost of strategic road congestion was  
estimated at £2bn in 2010 and is anticipated to rise to £8.6bn 
in 2040 in the absence of intervention

• In 2014 the construction industry contributed £103bn in  
economic output, 6.5% of the UK total3

• In 2015 2.1 million jobs were in the construction industry, or 
6.2% of the UK total4

• In 2015 UK productivity was 18% lower than the average for 
other G7 countries, 35% behind Germany and 27%  
behind France

Key facts
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1. Civil Engineering Contractors Association http://www.ceca.co.uk/
media/103459/ceca_cebr_report_-_securing_our_economy_the_
case_for_infrastructure_-__may_2013.pdf

2. CEBR 2015

3. House of Commons Library 2015 http://researchbriefings.files.
parliament.uk/documents/SN01432/SN01432.pdf

4. Ibid
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