
 

Bethany Welsh, from Forres, knew that university wasn’t the route for her, but she is still carving out 

a successful career in civil engineering thanks to the Scottish Apprenticeship Scheme. 

The 19-year-old is currently working for Balfour Beatty at Thurso South 

Substation as a trainee civil engineer. 

Bethany says: “There was no history of civil engineering within the family 

but I knew I wanted to follow that career path. But, equally I knew I never 

wanted to go to university. 

“I knew I wanted to do something outdoorsy, involving infrastructure, and 

fun. The apprenticeship route allowed me to do that.” 

After being inspired from 1st and 2nd Year by two technical teachers while 

at Forres Academy to look at civil engineering as a career option, Bethany 

found out about apprenticeships from CITB and Skills Development 

Scotland before joining Balfour Beatty and enrolling at UHI College in 

Inverness. 

“I am now in my third year and have my HNC and SVQ3,” she says. “I am now working towards an 

HND and SVQ4, and will hopefully look towards my EngTech in July.” 

While currently working in Thurso, Bethany has had the chance to experience work across North and 

North East Scotland, including working on the A96 Inveramsay Bridge just outside of Inverurie. 

Her path to civil engineering has also been aided with the award of a QUEST Scholarship by the 

Institution of Civil Engineers, the body which looks after professional qualification for 91,000 civil 

engineers worldwide. 

Bethany has no regrets about not following the more traditional university route to civil engineering. 

Going to university is not always the first, best, or most appropriate route for every young person in 

their bid to achieve in their chosen career.  Through apprenticeships young people can get high-

quality training while working in a great industry and not have to attend university or face the 

prospect of large debts from pursuing the university option. 

They can choose to work, learn and earn, all at the same time, and still achieve the goal of becoming 

whatever they want, without the burden of student debt. 

Bethany says: “I have no regrets. I don’t really think anyone will notice any difference by the time my 

contemporaries that went to university join me in the workplace. I will have more direct experience 

than them, for sure. 

“I am just happy to see where this takes me and will continue to work towards my Chartership with 

the Institution of Civil Engineers.” 

Picture caption: Bethany Welsh at work on the A96 Inveramsay Bridge project, near Inverurie. 
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