
Jamie Marsh, from Falkirk, wanted industry experience but knew that university wasn’t the route for 

him, yet he is still carving out a successful career in civil engineering thanks to the Scottish Modern 

Apprenticeship Scheme. 

19-year-old Jamie works for Mott MacDonald, based in the 

Edinburgh office where his main responsibilities include working 

within a wastewater modelling/civil structures team working on 

a variety of different projects across Scotland and the UK. 

Jamie says: “I have learnt so much in just 18 months. I have 

worked on surveying water tanks and reservoirs from Orkney to 

Stranraer, worked with the Technical Director on the new Sick 

Children’s Hospital in Edinburgh, have surveyed all the sewerage 

systems in Linlithgow and Bathgate, and have surveyed the River 

Eden in Fife to assess flood prevention measures. 

“I am currently in my final year of a two-year higher apprenticeship. Alongside working I am 

completing an HNC in Civil Engineering and SVQ in Construction Contracting Operations at Edinburgh 

College one day a week. 

“I hope to complete this and progress immediately to a Bachelors in Engineering (BEng) in Civil 

Engineering, also on day release, while continuing to work as part of the Mott MacDonald team.” 

His path to civil engineering has also been aided with the award of a QUEST Scholarship by the 

Institution of Civil Engineers (ICE), the body which looks after professional qualification for 91,000 

civil engineers worldwide. 

Going forward Jamie says he hopes to eventually become a Chartered Engineer. 

Going to university is not always the first, best, or most appropriate route for every young person in 

their bid to achieve in their chosen career.  Through apprenticeships young people can get high-

quality training while working in a great industry and not have to attend university or face the 

prospect of large debts from pursuing the university option. However, it still leaves the university 

option at a later date if they want enhance their qualifications further such as taking a Masters in 

Engineering (MEng). 

Jamie sees the apprenticeship as the way forward saying: “I am also hoping to achieve EngTech 

status with the ICE this summer and ultimately work towards becoming a chartered civil engineer. 

“I chose the apprenticeship route when I discovered university was not the only way to becoming a 

recognised civil engineer. Working alongside senior engineers on projects involving a wide range of 

specialist areas allows me to grasp much easier the information I learn at college and progress much 

quicker.” 


