
Kirsty Smith, from Ayr, wanted work experience but knew that university wasn’t the route for her, 

yet she is still carving out a successful career in civil engineering thanks to Scottish Modern 

Apprenticeship Scheme. 

20-year-old Kirsty works for the Ayrshire Roads Alliance in 

Kilmarnock in the Design and Structures section as an 

apprentice Civil Engineering Technician. 

Kirsty says: “I first discovered Civil Engineering towards the 

end of my time at Ayr Academy when I began to look at what 

career I wanted to pursue when I left school. I knew Civil 

Engineering would be an ideal career for me as I was always 

interested in STEM subjects throughout my time at school. 

“I began to look for apprenticeships in Summer 2014 after 

deciding that full time learning for a further four years wasn’t 

what I wanted to do. I have been attending Glasgow Kelvin 

College on day release studying Civil Engineering for the past 

two years. I have also completed an SVQ3 in Built 

Environment Design. ” 

Her path to civil engineering has also been aided with the 

award of a QUEST Scholarship by the Institution of Civil 

Engineers (ICE), the body which looks after professional 

qualification for 91,000 civil engineers worldwide. 

“I applied for the QUEST Scholarship after seeing it on the ICE 

website I thought this was great opportunity to get recognition in the Civil Engineering Industry as it 

shows achievement and capability,” explains Kirsty. “I have also been working towards my EngTech 

status through the ICE by completing my IPD (Initial Professional Development) and CPD (Continuing 

Professional Development) online.” 

Going forward Kirsty says she hopes to eventually become a Chartered Engineer. 

Going to university is not always the first, best, or most appropriate route for every young person in 

their bid to achieve in their chosen career.  Through apprenticeships young people can get high-

quality training while working in a great industry and not have to attend university or face the 

prospect of large debts from pursuing the university option. 

Kirsty agrees saying: “I would recommend an apprenticeship in Civil Engineering to anyone. The mix 

of office based work and site visits keep the job exciting when every day is different. I have also 

gained lots of valuable knowledge and work experience that I wouldn’t have got through university. 

Apprenticeships may take you longer to get your qualification but the experience you gain from it is 

definitely worth it plus you are getting paid instead of building up student debt.”  

    


