
 

  

 
 
 
 

   

 

Statement of Intent 
 
 
 
The three global engineering institutions namely, the Institution of Civil Engineers, the American 
Society of Civil Engineers and the Canadian Society of Civil Engineering, have long recognized the 
key role that the civil engineer has to play in addressing our planet’s grand challenges. 
 
 
The infrastructure designed and built by our members to ensure human well-being is the critical 
interface with our planet.  It dictates the patterns and flows through which we live our daily lives 
and affects our long-term prosperity.  As the infrastructure becomes more interconnected and 
demands more resources, how can we ensure that its development is socially, economically and 
environmentally sustainable?  In short, how can we “meet the needs of the present without 
compromising the capability of future generations to meet their own needs”? 
 
 
The United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) were developed to address 
humankind’s grand challenges to meet the demands and needs of a growing, global population.  
They set out a ‘bold and transformative plan of action to move us to a more sustainable and 
resilient path, consistent with environmental stewardship of the planet, and leaving no one 
behind.’ 
 
 
Using the SDGs as our framework, and the Global Engineering Congress (GEC) as the forum, we 
intend to bring about transformative change in the way infrastructure is conceived, planned, 
financed, designed, built and maintained. 
 
 
We will provide leadership and advocacy, nurture collaboration; build capacities, knowledge and 
skills; and share our stories. 
 
 
We will transform our combined knowledge into action. 
 

 
 
 



 

  

 

Statement of Intent 
 
 
 

Leadership, Advocacy and Collaboration 
We will display leadership by requiring that our members demonstrate a sound knowledge of 
sustainable development, the SDGs and the 2030 Agenda.  We will advocate the benefits of taking 
a sustainable approach through our public voice and policy work. We will collaborate with other 
engineering institutions as well as engage with those outside of engineering to deliver the multi-
discipline solutions required to achieve the SDGs.   
 
 

Knowledge, Skills and Capacity Building 
We will continue to raise the standards of Civil Engineering at the individual and institutional 
levels.  We will share knowledge on how to engage with the challenges outlined in the SDGs, how 
individuals can tackle these in their daily practice, how schools and universities can foster related 
content into their curricula, and how institutions can develop frameworks to enable sustainable 
development. 
 
 

Telling the Story 
We will celebrate our success and share our setbacks with political and social constituencies and 
other stakeholders.  We will tell the story of the lives that have been improved through civil 
engineering and raise awareness around the challenges that still need to be addressed. 
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