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Member News  

Data Protection 
In recent months your Committee has been engaging 
actively with the 2018 data protection legislation. 
That task is now concluded with what the Committee 
considers to be a satisfactory outcome.  

If you are a recipient of this Newsletter then you are 
one of the overwhelming majority of members who 
took the time to respond to our call. It was much 
appreciated by the Committee and this Hon Sec. 

There will no longer be an annual circulation of the 
list of RICE members.  If you wish to make contact 
with another member whose details are not already 
in your possession, you now need to initiate that 
through the Hon Sec (who will simply facilitate the 
contact and have no further involvement). 

Your contact details will be used solely and exclusively 
for the purposes of issuing RICE notices and 
information. As before, the information remains in a 
stand-alone database independent of the main ICE 
membership database, so if you do change your 
address or telephone number, you should advise both 
ICE and RICE. That inconvenience is regretted but 
your Committee had good reasons for going down 
this particular route. 

New Members 
We welcome to the RICE fold new members Jeff 
Pickles and Jim Plant. Jeff comes from a rivers, coastal 
and flood defences background and is interested in 
engineering history and conservation. Jim worked in 
municipal roads and sewers and went on to teach 
design technology, while pursuing an interest in the 
world of railways. 

Members’ Publications 
Retirement provides the opportunity to take 
something off the back burner and turn up the heat. 

As one means of achieving some relief from seriously 
debilitating health conditions, Duncan Froggatt 
pursued his interest in engineering history and was a 
key member of the ICE team which produced a leaflet 
on civil engineering sights in Sheffield, in the form of a 
self guided walk. It was well received and this spurred 
him on to produce a book. 

“Sheffield – A Civilised Place”, is a superbly illustrated 
thematic history of the city from pre-historic times to 
the present day, exploring the development of the 

city through the essentials of a civilised life – shelter, 
energy, water (and food) and communications – often 
putting local developments in a national or 
international context.   

It highlights notable buildings 
and places, from humble 
barns and cottages to 
factories and offices, to 
modern tower blocks, from 
churches to places of 
entertainment and 
recreation, transport and 
communication.  The book 
features some of the key 
people involved in the 

creating of these places.  

“From Apprentice to Expert” is a career memoir. 
Although touching on the projects - from Loch 
Lomond to Chemnitz and Cork, via Baghdad and 
Athens, the book is not so much about them.  Rather 
it is about the cast of characters such as those in a 
Scottish municipal engineer’s 
office in the 1960s, what daily 
life was like in 1970s and 80s 
Iraq for expatriates working 
there at a time of conflict, and 
for a white European male 
trying to fit into a post 
apartheid rainbow nation’s 
ways of planning a better 
future for all its citizens. 

In later years, rather uncomfortably badged as an 
“expert” your Hon Sec rode what some might 
describe as the EC’s gravy train, but it delivered 
outcomes of benefit to communities that had been 
starved of freedom and modern infrastructure 
investment during the communist era. The book 
concludes with a chapter on being an expert witness. 

The fifty years were not without their unexpected 
moments – witnessing the first air raids on Baghdad 
at the outbreak of the Iraq-Iran war, gaming the 
Slovak national health service as “Monika” to fast 
track his diagnosis and treatment, and seeing the 
Beijing mafia at work in “persuasive” mode. 

Both publications are available directly from the 
authors: duncan.froggatt@tiscali.co.uk and 
hughalex@talktalk.net respectively, and other outlets.
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Committee News 

The RICE Annual General Meeting was held on 23rd 
January 2019. The Committee from 2018 offered to 
serve for another year and their appointments were 
endorsed by the members present. 

Stuart Brock handed over to David Tattersall who is 
now your Chair and has the heavy responsibility of 
guarding and wielding the RICE Gavel.  Chris Platts 
was appointed as Vice Chair. 

Hugh Allan and John Spain will continue as Hon 
Secretary and Hon Treasurer respectively in 2019. 

Since the membership of the present Committee has 
been largely unchanged for a while and there had 
been no new nominations at the last two AGMs, your 
Committee welcomed the offer from RICE meeting 
regular, Phil Morris, to offer his services. As this 
occurred after the AGM, the co-opting procedure that 
is provided for in our Constitution was adopted. 

RICE Meetings and Events 

Christmas Lunch 

Our annual Christmas Lunch at Rogerthorpe Manor 
Hotel on 7th December 2018 was up to standard in 
traditional festive fare. Alert members may have 
spotted the absence of Black Forest Gateau from the 
dessert choices, whether there had been some 
hoarding going on well ahead of B day or it was the 
result of a poor harvest in the eponymous region, 
remains unclear. 

Unable to puzzle that one out, members and guests 
turned to the Hon Sec’s table quiz for questions to 
which there were some easier answers. 

Road and Geotechnical Works A59 at Kex Gill 

After our AGM, James Malcolm from North Yorkshire 
CC opened this presentation with a history of slope 
stability incidents that had resulted in road closures 
and much inconvenience to users of the A59 and A65 
diversion route. As well as the complex geology, the 
locus is within an SSSI, a Special Protection Area, and 
an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. Major 
remediation works implemented with great sensitivity 
after the 2011 slip were expected to have resolved 
the problem, but that proved not to be the case in the 
wet winter of 2015/16. 

Rebecca Gibson then took us through the exhaustive 
investigations that have been made into devising a 
new route, one which by-passes the troublesome 
geological zone. After wide consultation, sixteen 
options were reduced down to eight, it going without 
saying that objections could be levied against all of 
them for one reason or another. But finally in 2018 a 
preferred scheme emerged and has been approved. 

Australian Goldfields Water Supply + ‘Cock O’ 
The North’ Railway Locomotive Re-creation 

What do the Eiffel Tower, the Golden Gate Bridge and 
the Panama Canal have in common with the world’s 
longest water pipeline? We learned from RICE 
member Ian Boocock that all have been designated as 
“International Landmarks” by the American Society of 
Civil Engineers.  

What a fascinating history emerged during Ian’s 
presentation. Civil engineer O’Connor’s visionary 
scheme was derided and criticised at the time but is 
still fulfilling a vital function more than 100 years 
later. As well as being in the ICE 200 commemorative 
book, every Australian schoolchild is taught about it.  

RICE member Malcolm Frost is also a member of the 
IMechE.  He explained that Sir Nigel Gresley’s P2 Class 
locomotive was devised to solve a civil engineering 
problem, namely the excessive loading on bridges 
imposed by twin engined trains then in use.   

Malcolm gave us a short master class in the workings 
of a steam locomotive, and the special features of the 
P2 with its link to Bugatti motor cars! Fascinating 
stuff. We saw examples of the skilled 
draughtsmanship that was produced in the Doncaster 
engineering office, and how with today’s drafting 
tools, computer controlled machinery enabled the 
cutting of huge engine frames to millimetre accuracy. 

Forthcoming RICE Events 

7th May 2019: RICE golf competition for the Peter 
Goode Trophy, Waterton Park GC, Wakefield. 
8th May 2019: IMechE/IET invitation event at York 
University – World water speed record challenge. 
14th May 2019:  Little Woodhouse Street 
Strengthening Works, at Rogerthorpe Manor Hotel. 
19th June 2019: Summer Social Day, at Saltaire. 
5th September 2019: Humber pipeline tunnel at 
Rogerthorpe Manor Hotel 

Your News and Views 

If you have any news / recent experiences that you 
would care to share, or comments on RICE events that 
you have attended, please do get in touch. 

Hugh Allan 

RICE Hon Sec                                 hughalex@talktalk.net  
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