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1 Introduction

1.1 This document outlines the terms of reference for the Institution of Civil Engineers (ICE) North East 
Regional Advisory Board (RAB).

2 Primary responsibilities

2.1 Much of the infrastructure needed by a successful economy in a civilised society is civil engineering. 
Through the Institution’s Royal Charter, By Laws and Code of Professional Conduct, all members have a 
responsibility to society to promote higher-quality, safer, more sustainable civil engineering.The 
Constitution of ICE North East commits members and staff to working with local and regional government 
as well as other bodies and agencies to support the sustainable development of the ICE North East region. 
The RAB is the main vehicle through which this may be achieved in the region by:

• Being a source of knowledgeable advice across a range of sectors
• Promoting a coherent strategy for infrastructure development
• Ensuring that there is informed debate about infrastructure development.

2.2 The RAB of ICE North East is composed of locally-based, qualified professionals in the main fields 
of civil engineering. These disciplines are inter-related and inter-dependent and the RAB meets 
regularly to review current issues and to ensure that they are not considered in isolation.

2.3 Whilst the RAB cannot carry out detailed studies, it should give impartial independent advice at a 
strategic level. The importance of considering all disciplines at the conception stage of a project 
cannot be overstated.

2.4 The RAB should ensure where possible that the relevant specialist has been consulted and given 
the opportunity to contribute to advice given by the group.

2.5 The RAB will organise events to assist it in discharging its responsibilities.

3 Membership, quorum and frequency of meetings

3.1 The RAB will elect its own Chairperson to preside over meetings. The group will also ensure that 
actions arising out of the meeting are captured and circulated to all members of the group.

3.2 RAB meetings will be chaired by the elected Chairperson. In their absence the group will agree a 
replacement Chairperson at that meeting.

3.3 A quorum will be achieved by representation from at least 5 persons.

4
4 Process
4.1 The RAB is supported by the Regional Support Team (RST), which also provides a link to ICE’s 
Westminster-based Expert Panels.
4.2 The RAB is able to draw on the expertise of ICE’s Expert Panels with membership throughout the 
UK and overseas.
4.3 The RAB is able to feed timely advice on current and emerging issues to ICE Expert Panels and 
hence to national government.
4.4 The RAB is required to report to ICE North East Committee via an annual summary
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3.4 The RAB will be composed of locally based, qualified professionals who will include but not be 
limited to the following main fields of civil engineering:

• Water (dams, reservoirs, pipelines, water treatment)
• Waste water (drainage and sewerage)
• Energy (low carbon, fossil fuel)
• Waste (waste disposal, energy from waste, contaminated group)
• Transport [public and private] (land: road, rail (high speed and classic), light rail; air and water:

   airports, canals, rivers, ports, docks and harbours
• Flood management (water controls, flood defences)  

Structures (buildings, towers, masts
• Health & Safety  
• Sustainability 
• Environmental

3.5  Where particular fields are not represented by members of the RAB, every effort will be made 
to liaise with fellow professionals as and when deemed appropriate.

3.6 The RAB strives to be inclusive and anyone willing to contribute, who is unable to commit in 
person, will be welcomed. Those interested in becoming a corresponding member should contact 
the 2 regional office at icene@ice.org.uk 

3.7 Membership of the RAB is on a three year rolling term. Details of the roles on the board and 
the current representation of civil engineering fields are available to view at www.ice.org.uk/
northeast. Vacancies will be advertised locally, and existing board members may also suggest 
nominations from contacts in their field. 

3.8 Up to two members of the RAB are invited to attend Regional Committee Meetings. 

3.9 Other attendees may be invited as and when required. 

3.10 Meetings will take place quarterly (as a minimum).

4 Process

4.1 The RAB is supported by the Regional Support Team (RST), which also provides a link to ICE’s 
Westminster-based Expert Panels.

4.2 The RAB is able to draw on the expertise of ICE’s Expert Panels with membership throughout 
the UK and overseas.

4.3 The RAB is able to feed timely advice on current and emerging issues to ICE Expert Panels and 
hence to national government.

4.4 The RAB is required to report to ICE North East Committee via an annual summary.
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For details of current RAB roles and members please visit: 
www.ice.org.uk/northeast 

To contact the RAB for advice, to arrange a meeting or for further details, please use the details 
below:

Institution of Civil Engineers North East 
Room 2.10 Cassie Building  
School of Civil Engineering 
Newcastle University 
Claremont Road 
Newcastle upon Tyne 
NE1 7RU 

e: icene@ice.org.uk 
t: +44 (0)191 261 1850 
www.ice.org.uk/northeast 

Registered charity number 210252. 
Charity registered in Scotland number SC038629. 
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