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Introduction
Your right to EU recognition is determined by the EU legislation on recognition of professional
qualifications 1 which supports the free movement of professionals across the EU. This route is
therefore suitable for EU-qualified civil engineers seeking ICE membership in order to work in
the UK.
This guide will help you find out if you have a right to recognition, what you need to do and how
the application process works. Please note the following:


You must be able to communicate effectively in English to use this route. All application
documents and assessments must be completed in English, and the ability to
communicate well with others at all levels in English is a key competence required for
Engineering Council registration.



Even if you are eligible for EU recognition, you can choose to qualify by ICE Professional
Review instead. This may be of particular interest if you are already training with ICE, or
if you are planning to work outside the UK now or in the future. This is because
agreements to facilitate registration with other institutions usually require members to
have qualified directly and not on the basis of recognition.



The civil engineering profession in the UK is covered by the general system of
recognition. This does not result in automatic recognition and we still need to assess
whether your knowledge, skills and experience satisfy the standards for ICE
membership and Engineering Council registration at the relevant grade.



Because of the nature of protected titles awarded by Chartered bodies, any application
made to ICE will be for permanent establishment – applications for provision of
temporary service are not required in the UK.



Unlike some other EU member states, registration with ICE and the Engineering Council
is voluntary and is not required by law in order to pursue the profession of civil engineer
in the UK. There are very few activities reserved to holders of our protected titles. You
may therefore use your existing professional title (in its original language) whilst working
in the UK and there is in general no restriction on the right to practise as an engineer in
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the UK. However you cannot use the protected titles of CEng MICE 2, IEng MICE3 or
EngTech MICE 4 without ICE membership and Engineering Council registration.


Applications for EU recognition cannot be used to progress from one grade to another.
This means that if you achieve IEng MICE by this route you cannot subsequently use
this route to apply for CEng MICE. This is explained further in question 5 of the
Frequently Asked Questions at the end of this document.
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Am I eligible to apply for EU recognition?
You must be able to communicate effectively in English to use this route. All application documents and
assessments must be completed in English, and the ability to communicate well with others at all levels in
English is a key competence required for Engineering Council registration.
1. Are you an EU/EAA citizen or holder of EU rights?
NO

YES

2. Do you intend to work in the UK as a civil
engineer using one of our protected titles: CEng
MICE, IEng MICE or EngTech MICE?

NO

You are not eligible for EU
recognition but there should be an
alternative route to membership for
you.

Please check our routes to
membership online tool to explore
your other options.

YES

3. Are you already fully qualified to practise the
profession of civil engineer in your home member
state? The criteria for this will depend on whether the
profession is regulated or unregulated in your home
member state and you must be able to provide
evidence of your formal qualifications from your
home member state when you apply. Please see p8-9
for details.

NO

If you are not currently practising
in the field of civil engineering as
defined in the UK, you may be
more suited for registration with
one of the Engineering Council’s
other licensed institutions. These
are listed on the Engineering
Council website.

YES

4. Did you have any UK academic qualifications or
UK professional experience before you became
fully qualified to practise the profession of civil
engineer in your home member state?

YES

NO

You are eligible to make an
application for EU recognition.
However, any active training
agreement, mentor-supported
training or pending career
appraisal with ICE, must be
completed (or cancelled if
appropriate) before submitting
your application. Please contact
erp@ice.org.uk for advice.

Please contact erp@ice.org.uk for advice before proceeding as you may not be eligible for EU
recognition.
Please provide your current CV in English, and the following in their original language:
 The course details for each of your academic qualifications (see footnote 11, page 9)
 The title of any professional (formal) qualification you hold in the original language, the
date it was awarded and the name of the awarding body.
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What is the application process?
If the flowchart above indicates that you are eligible for this route, you should also confirm with
your home member state that you have a right to EU recognition of your professional
qualification before you begin your application. The section below, Evidence of the formal
qualifications, explains how to do this.
You can submit an application at any time. We will process your application within a month
and confirm if your application is complete and ready for assessment. If there is any missing
information we will tell you and will not proceed with the assessment until it has been received.
The assessment itself may then take up to four months. During this time your name will be
published on the ICE website in accordance with Admission Procedure 3 for 28 days, to notify
others of your application for membership.
All applications for recognition are assessed and approved for admission by ICE’s Exemption
& Recognition Panel, who are qualified members and experienced ICE Reviewers.
Once your application has been assessed, you will receive a decision letter by email from the
Panel. If your application is successful you will be approved for membership and admitted
following payment of your subscription fees. If your application is not successful we will explain
why, and you may have to undertake a compensation measure in order to achieve the
protected title. Compensation measures are explained in more detail below.

Making an application
Before you start, you will need an ICE membership number. If you don’t already have one,
please create a non-member account by registering with MyICE. This will enable you to make
payments online and access information on our website tailored to your particular interests.
You will find your membership number within “My Profile” in your MyICE account.
Once you are registered, please take the time to complete the diversity section in “My Profile”.
This is explained in more detail below.
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What do I need to submit?


A completed application form for recognition of EU professional qualifications. This
should be submitted by email to erp@ice.org.uk, with all supporting documents in one
single PDF no larger than 5mb.



Declaration of any unspent conviction – You will be asked to confirm in your
application form that you have informed ICE if you have an unspent conviction relating to
a serious criminal offence (please refer to the application form for details). You will also
need to provide evidence from your home member state that you are not suspended or
prohibited from practising your profession. This is explained in the section below on
Evidence of formal qualifications.



Payment of the application fee. Please pay online before submitting your application.
You will be asked to log into your MyICE account before being redirected to the secure
payment system. If you are unable to pay online, please contact our Membership
Services team for alternative ways to pay 5.



Diversity data. ICE is fully committed to valuing and representing the diversity of our
members and applicants. As part of your application, you will be asked a few questions
about your background to help us achieve this. We recommend that you submit this
data directly online within “My Profile” of your MyICE account. The information you
provide will only be used in an aggregated form and you will never be individually
identifiable. You can opt to decline to answer each or any of the questions if you wish.
Find out more about ICE’s equality and diversity policy.



Proof of nationality. You will need to provide a certified copy 6 of your passport or
identity card.
Certified copies 7 of your academic qualifications/diplomas and certified
translations 8. In some cases (usually when your qualifications are not accredited at the
level you are applying for) we may also ask you to provide copies and translations of
your course transcripts/mark sheets and a brief summary of your final year
project/dissertation.
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Evidence of the formal qualifications that give you access to the civil engineering
profession in your home member state. Please refer to the section below for how to
obtain this. Your evidence should be dated within 3 months prior to submitting your
application and included with your submission or emailed directly to erp@ice.org.uk by
the relevant competent authority. Please note that the EUR ING title is not a formal
qualification or regulated professional title for the purposes of recognition.
Three independent statements from senior professional engineers in support of your
application. They should describe in their statements how they believe you have
demonstrated the required level for each attribute. At least one should be a qualified
Member of ICE. The others may be qualified with another Engineering Council-licensed
institution, European or International professional engineering body, and can be a
current or previous colleague or client. The Panel welcome completion of the
Recognition sponsor questionnaire in lieu of a statement if your supporter would prefer
to use this, please make sure these are included with the rest of the documents when
making your application and not sent separately (as it states on the sponsor
questionnaire).



Evidence of your current professional competence in the field of civil engineering.
If you are applying for CEng MICE or IEng MICE, please use the Attribute achievement
form to provide this evidence. For EngTech MICE, please use the Technician Standards
achievement form. Your form should be read and signed by at least one of your
supporters to verify the evidence you are providing.
All evidence submitted must be your own work. Please refer to the guidance on
plagiarism and collusion in the relevant form and in ICE’s code of professional conduct.
o

The information you provide about your professional experience is very
important because it tells us how you have achieved competence in each of
the member attributes. Attributes are the standards that all ICE applicants
must demonstrate to achieve their chosen grade of membership. The panel
will be looking for practical examples of how you have achieved the required
level of competence for each attribute.

o

Please include all your evidence within the form itself. You should provide no
more than 3 pages of evidence per attribute, which can include embedded
diagrams or images if they help to demonstrate your competence. With effect
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from 1 January 2020 no additional appendices should be submitted. If you go
over the maximum 3 pages your application may not proceed to assessment.
If you have an active training agreement or mentor-supported training with

o

ICE, or if you have previously applied for an ICE career appraisal, you must
ensure that this has been completed or cancelled before you make an
application for EU recognition. In most cases it will be more beneficial to you to
complete your training first. Please contact erp@ice.org.uk for further advice if
this applies to you.
If you have recently qualified in your home member state, please be aware

o

that only the professional experience you have gained since obtaining your
formal qualifications can be submitted as evidence of your professional
competence within this application.

 CPD records. We recommend that you also include a current record of your continuing
professional development (CPD) with your application, as this will help the Panel to
make their assessment. Your CPD record includes a development action plan (DAP),
outlining your training objectives for the next 12 months, and a professional development
record (PDR) for the last three years. Please download our CPD guidance, which
includes templates for your DAP and PDR.
o

All qualified members must be able to submit an annual CPD record to ICE
on request so this will help you to prepare for that commitment. If you
provide your DAP and PDR in this format you do not need to list your training
and development activities within the application form as well.

For further guidance on completing the attributes please watch our
Demonstration of attributes (recognition routes) webinar
For further guidance on completing your CPD Records please watch our
CPD webinar
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Evidence of formal qualifications
You will need to provide evidence of the formal qualifications that give you access to the civil
engineering profession in your home member state. This depends on whether the profession
of civil engineering or the professional title that you hold is regulated or unregulated in your
home member state.
You can check the status of your profession or professional title by searching the European
Commission regulated professions database.
If you are still unsure of the status of your professional qualification, please check directly with
the National Contact point/National Assistance centre for your home member state. Their
contact details are listed at the bottom of the EU webpage on free movement of professionals.

IF THE PROFESSION OF CIVIL ENGINEER IS REGULATED OR YOU HOLD A
PROTECTED TITLE IN YOUR HOME MEMBER STATE:
You must provide evidence from the relevant competent authority confirming:




That you are entitled to use that title and date of registration/award
That you have a right to recognition under directive 2005/36 and at which level:
11(e), 11(d) or 11(c)
That you are of good character and have not been suspended or prohibited from the
pursuit of that profession for serious professional misconduct or a criminal offence 9.

The full contact details for the competent authorities for regulated professions/protected titles
for civil engineering are provided in the EU regulated professions database:
Austria
Croatia
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Germany
Greece
Hungary
Ireland
Italy
Latvia
Lithuania
Malta
Poland
Portugal
Slovakia
Spain
rsion 3 Revision 0Switzerland
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IF THE PROFESSION OF CIVIL ENGINEER IS UNREGULATED IN YOUR HOME
MEMBER STATE:
You must hold academic qualifications which prepare you for the profession of civil
engineering and you must have practised the profession of civil engineer on a full time basis
for one year out of the last 10 years (or equivalent duration on a part time basis) in your
home member state OR you must have completed “regulated education and training” for the
profession of civil engineer in your home member state.
You will need to provide evidence from your home member state’s National Contact
Point/National Assistance centre confirming:
 That you have a right to recognition under directive 2005/36 and at which level:
11(e), 11(d) or 11(c)
 That you have the relevant qualifications and length of experience in your home
member state; or that you have completed “regulated education and training” for the
profession of civil engineer
 That you are of good character and have not been suspended or prohibited from the
pursuit of that profession for serious professional misconduct or a criminal offence 10.
The full contact details for all National Contact points/National Assistance centres are listed
at the bottom of the EU webpage on free movement of professionals

Need more help?
If you believe you are eligible for EU recognition but are unable to get this evidence from your
competent authority or National Assistance Centre, or if you have any questions about the type
of evidence required, we will be happy to assist you.
Please email your questions along with your CV (in English) and your course details 11, title of
your professional qualification, date awarded and by which body (in the original language), to
erp@ice.org.uk

10

If your competent authority or national assistance centre is unable to confirm this, you will need to submit an

extract from your home member state’s criminal/penal register or certificate of clean criminal record from your home
member state dated within 3 months prior to your application.

11

Please provide the course details for each academic qualification you hold (in original language):

Full university/college name:
Full exact course title (e.g. Civil & Environmental Engineering) :
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Compensation measures
When we assess your application, if we find any substantial differences between the
knowledge, experience or competence that you have demonstrated and the required member
attributes for your chosen grade you will not be approved for membership at that stage. You
will be told what those differences are and you can choose whether to undertake a
compensation measure to continue with your application.
In some cases you may also be given the option to submit additional written evidence to
address the differences (or shortfalls) identified by the Panel. If you choose to do this your
evidence will be assessed again by the Panel, which may take up to a further four months. If
any shortfalls still remain you will then have to take a compensation measure to continue by
this route.
A compensation measure can be either an ‘aptitude test’ or an ‘adaptation period’. You won’t
be made a member until the compensation measure is successfully completed.
Compensation measures can only be undertaken in the UK. If you are living outside the UK
when you apply, you will have to travel to the UK for an aptitude test or wait until you are
working in the UK to begin an adaptation period.

Aptitude test
This is a face-to-face interview with two experienced ICE Members. It gives you the
opportunity to show that you have the required knowledge, experience and competence that
wasn’t demonstrated in your application. It will be arranged at a mutually convenient date and
location.
There is an additional fee for the aptitude test. Please check our application fees webpage for
details.
The aptitude test will last up to 75 minutes and will focus on the attribute(s) that have been
identified as a shortfall in your application. You may begin with a presentation (of no more than
15 minutes), to help to demonstrate that you do possess the attributes in question.
If you don’t pass the aptitude test, you’ll be given the reasons why in writing. You may make a
new application for EU recognition or by another route, but you must ensure you have
addressed the reasons given for your failure of the aptitude test when you make your new
application.
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Adaptation period
An adaptation period helps you gain the knowledge or experience you need to meet the
required level of competence for your chosen grade.
This will usually be a period of supervised work as a civil engineer in the UK. It may also be a
recommendation that you undertake further learning or education, if that’s the best way for you
to gain the required knowledge or competence.
We’ll appoint an ICE trained supervisor to monitor and assess your progress. They’ll submit a
report on the skills or knowledge you have gained to confirm when you have reached the
required level of competence for approval by the Exemption & Recognition Panel.
There is an additional fee for the adaption period. Please check our application fees webpage
for details.
The adaptation period may last up to three years, depending on the amount of knowledge and
the range of skills you need to gain.

Gaining your protected title
Once you have been approved for membership, you must pay your fees within three months of
admission or your ICE membership will be cancelled and you won’t be registered with the
Engineering Council.
Your annual ICE subscription fee will be pro-rated depending when you join. Your first
Engineering Council fee will be an entry fee which includes your first year’s registration.
Payments for both fees are made to ICE. Please check our subscription fees webpage for the
current costs.
You’ll be sent your membership and registration certificates separately by ICE and the
Engineering Council. Providing you select the tick-box on the application form, if you are
successful your name will be published as a newly qualified member on the ICE website and
subsequently on the New Civil Engineer website.
Once you are a member, you are required to abide by ICE’s By Laws and code of professional
conduct. This includes maintaining your continuing professional development records which
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are subject to annual monitoring and review.
If you don’t keep up payments of your annual subscription for ICE membership and
Engineering Council registration, your membership will lapse and you will no longer have the
right to use the title of CEng MICE, IEng MICE or EngTech MICE.
If you do lapse your ICE membership then want to reinstate it at a later date, you will have to
follow the same reinstatement process as a qualified UK national member.

Appeals
If you are not happy with the decision we make about your eligibility to apply for EU
recognition, please address your complaint to ICE’s Head of Qualifications at
membership@ice.org.uk.
You may also contact the UK National Assistance centre for advice.
If your application for membership is unsuccessful and you wish to appeal, please consult the
ICE Appeals guidance.
If you believe there has been a misapplication of EU law by ICE, you may submit a case to the
SOLVIT office in your home member state. SOLVIT is an EU-wide network that seeks to
informally resolve such cases.
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Useful links


You may find it useful to watch our EU recognition of professional qualifications webinar
for an overview of this guidance document.



Attributes and CPD webinar for experienced engineers



UK Assistance Centre (Centre for Professional Qualifications)



Engineering Council information on European recognition



European Commission: free movement of professionals



Contact details for the National Assistance centres are listed at the bottom of the free
movement of professionals webpage



European Commission regulated professions database



UK National law implementing Directive 2005/36/EC



SOLVIT



Eures – the European Job Mobility portal



Your Europe Advice (provides free legal advice about your EU rights)
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Frequently Asked Questions
1.

What will happen to this route now that the UK is leaving the EU?

Please refer to the latest advice on our main EU recognition webpage here.
2. What will happen to my ICE membership and Engineering Council registration
gained through this route now that the UK has left the EU?
As ICE qualified membership and Engineering Council registration are global professional
qualifications and are not linked to nationality or location, any member that has achieved MICE
and Engineering Council registration, by whatever route and wherever they are in the world, will
retain that status provided they maintain their subscriptions and remain a Member in good
standing.
3.

Are there any limitations to the work I can do as a civil engineer in the UK if I qualify
by this route?

The profession of civil engineer is unregulated in the UK so there is no requirement to be
registered in order to practise. There are some specific activities which are reserved to licensed
or approved persons (e.g. Chartered Engineers or equivalent), but these are not generally
defined by the route by which the license or approval was obtained. We are not aware of any
limitations on signing or approval of works based on the route by which your UK professional
qualification was achieved.
If you are informed that there may be limitations on what you can do in the UK as a qualified
member of ICE, please check the original wording of the documents/forms which specify the
qualification requirements and confirm your eligibility with the relevant body directly. If you are
told that you do not meet the criteria please inform us at erp@ice.org.uk so that we can
investigate further.
4.

Will my UK professional qualification be recognised in other countries?

All professionally qualified members are assessed to the same standards for their chosen
grade. You professional qualification will have the same status with the public and with
employers whatever route you qualify by wherever you are in the world. However, obtaining
your qualification on the basis of recognition (rather than directly by Professional Review)
means you may not be able to use your UK professional qualification to register with other
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engineering institutions or registration bodies, in the UK or internationally. This is because most
agreements facilitating registration with other institutions require the applicant to have qualified
directly with their home institution, to avoid what is known as “daisy-chaining” (which is applying
for further recognition on the basis of titles already obtained through recognition).
If you intend to apply for registration with another body or in another country after you have
qualified in the UK you should seek advice from that body as to whether or not they will
recognise your UK professional qualification if it is obtained by EU recognition.
5.

What if I would prefer to sit a Professional Review instead?

Any potential member or graduate member with a right to apply for recognition can choose to
apply by another appropriate route if they prefer to. We recommend that you consider your
options carefully before you make an application for recognition and you may find it useful to
discuss your choice with your nearest ICE membership development officer.
If you hold an 11(e) qualification which is the equivalent level to CEng MICE, you may choose to
join ICE by taking the Professional Review first for IEng MICE or EngTech MICE, and
subsequently apply for CEng MICE by this route.
However, applications for EU recognition cannot be used to progress from one grade to
another. For example if you achieve IEng MICE by this route you would subsequently have to
apply for Chartered Professional Review (progressive route) to achieve CEng MICE.
If you qualify with ICE on the basis of EU recognition, but later decide you want to sit a
Professional Review for the same grade, you will need to resign both your ICE membership and
Engineering Council registration in full then apply for Professional Review. In this circumstance
you would not have to complete an ICE training agreement or career appraisal.
6.

I have confirmed that I am eligible for EU recognition, but I could also sign up to IPD
online to start an ICE training agreement or mentor-supported training, what should
I do?

We recommend that you check your current experience and competence against the
requirements in the Attribute achievement form. You are entitled to make an application for EU
recognition immediately, but if you do not yet have enough experience to demonstrate
competence to the level for your chosen grade, you will have to complete a compensation
measure (adaptation period). If there are small gaps, you may prefer to manage your own
development to address the gaps, and then apply directly for EU recognition. If there are large
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gaps, we recommend that you use IPD online to structure and support your professional
development. Once you have completed your ICE training you will have the option to apply for
EU recognition or Professional Review. You may find it useful to discuss this with your
employer and/or your nearest ICE membership development officer.
7.

I have confirmed that I am eligible for EU recognition, but I am already signed up to
an ICE training agreement/mentor-supported training – can I apply for EU
recognition now?

If you are undertaking ICE training with the support of your employer or a mentor, this usually
means you do not yet have enough experience to demonstrate the competence for a successful
application to ICE for your chosen grade (by any route). We therefore recommend that you
complete your ICE training first, as this is the best way to ensure you get the range of
experience required. You can then choose whether to apply for EU recognition or proceed to
Professional Review. You should discuss your options with your employer or mentor, and/or
your nearest ICE membership development officer.
If your eligibility for EU recognition was not established or confirmed before you started working
in the UK, please contact erp@ice.org.uk to check your eligibility before proceeding. You should
also be aware that only professional experience gained since obtaining your “formal
qualifications” in your home member state can be submitted as evidence of your professional
competence by this route.
8.

I have an EU professional qualification, but my academic qualifications are from
outside the EU/European Economic Area – can I use this route?

This will depend on the “evidence of your formal qualifications” provided by your home member
state. The relevant legislation requires that your academic qualifications must have been
recognised by your home member state and that you must have subsequently had at least three
years’ professional experience in that member state to be eligible for recognition.
If the competent authority in your home member state confirms you meet these criteria then ICE
will accept your application.
9.

Is EUR ING a regulated professional title?

No. EUR ING is a voluntary professional title awarded by FEANI (the European Federation of
Engineering Associations). FEANI is not a member state competent authority, it is made up of
national members from within and outside the EU, so not all EUR ING will be EU citizens and
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may not have a right to recognition under the directive.
The EUR ING title is not listed as a regulated profession or protected title for the purposes of the
directive so cannot be the basis for your right to recognition – this will depend on your
professional status in your home member state.
10. Can I apply for partial access to ICE’s protected titles?
The option of granting partial access to a regulated profession was incorporated into the
relevant legislation in 2016, however, because of the nature of Chartered bodies’ protected titles
in the UK and because ICE does not authorise practise in separate fields or specialisms of civil
engineering, it is very unlikely that partial access based on your specialism would be required or
could be granted by ICE.
You may however apply for recognition at a lower level i.e. if you hold an 11e qualification (the
equivalent level to CEng MICE) you can apply instead for IEng MICE or EngTech MICE.
Any individual request for partial access will be considered on a case-by-case basis by ICE and
should be made directly to erp@ice.org.uk before preparing or submitting an application.
If you are not currently practising in the field of civil engineering as it is defined in the UK, you
may be more suited for registration with one of the Engineering Council’s other licensed
institutions in a different or more specialised field of engineering. These are listed on the
Engineering Council website.
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Appendix A – How to certify copies of documents and
English translations
Copies of your qualification documents can be certified by:


The competent authority that issued the document



Your university lecturer



A senior member of your employing company



A solicitor



A corporate ICE member (qualified MICE or FICE).

They must write the following statement in blue or black pen directly onto the copy of the
document:
“I confirm this to be a true copy of this applicant's qualification”
Signature
Name (clearly printed)
Date
Employing organisation/university or college
Position
A contact telephone number or email address
ICE membership number (if applicable)

English translations of your qualification documents can be certified by:


The competent authority that issued the document



An official translator



Your university lecturer



A senior member of your employing company



A solicitor



A corporate ICE member (qualified MICE or FICE).

They must write the following statement in blue or black pen directly onto the translated
document:
“I hereby certify that I translated this into English and that, to the best of
my ability, it is a true and correct translation. I further certify that I am
competent in English to render and certify such translation”
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Examples of certified documents
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Our vision
Civil engineers at the heart of society, delivering sustainable
development through knowledge, skills and professional expertise.

Core purpose


To develop and qualify professionals engaged in civil
engineering



To exchange knowledge and best practice for the creation of
a sustainable and built environment



To promote our contribution to society worldwide

Diversity statement
As a membership organisation and an employer, we value diversity
and inclusion - a foundation for great engineering achievement.

Institution of Civil Engineers
One Great George Street
Westminster
London SW1P 3AA
UK
T: +44 (0) 20 7665 2344
E: erp@ice.org.uk
W: ice.org.uk
Institution of Civil Engineers is a Registered
Charity in England & Wales (no 210252) and
Scotland (SC038629).

