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Guidance notes for delivering your own 
Rethinking engineering ethics – climate roundtable

The ICE Ethics Committee and the IStructE Ethics Panel are inviting professionals from across the built environment to reflect on the ethical challenges facing our sector.

As part of this initiative, we want to explore what decisions and actions – particularly climate-related ones – could be seen as ethically or legally unacceptable by the year 2035. To gather a diverse range of views, we’re encouraging organisations to host their own climate roundtables. After your session, please share its top three answers to the following question:

What climate dilemmas are you struggling with today that will be ethically or legally unacceptable by 2035?

You session will require:
· a chair to lead proceedings (online or in person);
· a note-taker to complete the feedback form on the ICE ethics website. All forms are intended to be anonymous, but we will gather some relevant details to enable us to categorise and weight the results. 

Suggested agenda
	13.00
	10 mins 
	Chair to provide a session overview: 
· Purpose of roundtable: to answer the question.
· Ground rules: encourage open discussion but ensure that it’s confidential and apply a no-blame culture. You may wish to confine conversations to the room.
· Format: you may wish to split participants into smaller groups, each with sub-chairs filling in their own forms.
· Anything else – e.g. housekeeping, fire alarms, photograph permission.
Chair to clarify terms:
· An ethical dilemma is, for instance, “we’re looking to implement the most sustainable solution but the client doesn’t have the budget for that”.
· “Ethically unacceptable” is something people generally wouldn’t be willing to do because it would contravene their moral standards.
· “Legally unacceptable” is something that would be illegal to do in 2035.

	13.10
	30 mins 
	Brief introductions from the chair and participants.

	13.40
	40 mins
	Chair to ask each participant to discuss their top three responses to the question, facilitating an open dialogue.

	14.20
	30 mins
	Group to select and prioritise the key dilemmas. We suggest using Post-it Notes for this in face-to-face sessions and a virtual collaborative whiteboard in online sessions.

	14.50
	10 mins
	Chair to end the session with a summary of the main findings.



At the end of the session, please upload its findings to the ICE Ethics webpage.
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