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THE STATE OF THE NATION BRIEFING

TransporT 
An effective transport network is an essential enabler for a dynamic 
East Midlands economy. The region has the highest proportion of 
manufacturing employment and output in the UK and is central to 
delivering the Government’s industrial strategy.
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EasT MIDLanDs

NATIONAL RECOMMENDATIONS  
ICE has compiled State of the Nation reports 
each year since 2000, drawing  
on expertise across its membership and  
beyond to stimulate debate and to  
highlight the actions needed to improve  
the UK´s infrastructure. 

ICE’s State of the Nation: Transport 2013 
UK report presents a series of detailed 
recommendations – for the short, medium 
and long-term. While all are important, we 
believe that three are particularly critical to 
our success:

1. IMMEDIATE ACTION TO IMpROvE  
 ROAD CONDITIONS, pLANNINg  
 AND fuNDINg

2. ENSuRINg CLEAR NATIONAL  
 TRANSpORT STRATEgIES fOR ALL  
 pARTS Of ThE uK

3. CONTINuINg AND ExTENDINg  
 DEvOLuTION TO fuLLy- 
 INTEgRATED TRANSpORT bODIES 
Our emphasis is on making best use of existing 
assets and achieving the most with public 
money. The headline recommendations are 
backed by a series of further points requiring 
rapid action and a suite of detailed changes 
by mode and topic. The report concludes with 
a proposal to create the capacity to address 
the major social, economic, environmental and 
technological change which ICE anticipates 
through the 2020s. 

The UK report, with the full detail behind 
our recommendations, can be downloaded 
at ice.org.uk/SoNTransport. This briefing 
sheet highlights how ICE’s UK-level 
recommendations impact on business  
and communities across our region.

Yet, despite some long awaited transport 
improvements, problems with our infrastructure 
continue to constrain economic recovery and 
quality of life. A regional transport strategy, 
effective governance and appropriate funding will 
help foster growth. 

Transport public spending per head is the second 
lowest in England at £236; the national average 
is £344 and London receives £7741. A rebalancing 
of investment will deliver economic benefits by 
improving connectivity between employment, 
population centres and transport hubs. Investment 
will also reduce congestion and emissions that are 
harmful to health. 

There is a significant risk that economic and 
housing growth will be stifled, particularly along 
key regional corridors, if funding to Local Transport 
Bodies is insufficient to support major transport 
schemes and to maintain existing networks to 
required standards. 

ICE’s State of the Nation: Transport (2008) and 
Infrastructure (2010) reports highlighted the need 
to address the twin challenges of reducing carbon 
emissions and cutting congestion. The accompanying 
East Midlands briefing sheets focused on delays 
to many regional schemes, the national approval 
process (‘paralysis by analysis’), a lack of long term 
planning, and a lack of regional power. 

ICE East Midlands advocated the need to 
accelerate delivery of the A46 Newark-Widmerpool 
and A453, to increase capacity on the M1, 
highway improvements to the A38 and the A42/
M42, to extend the Nottingham Express Transit 
(NET) network and electrify the Midland Main Line.

We are pleased that over the last five years, 
most of our calls have been met, particularly on 
the strategic road and rail network. However 
several strategic corridors, including west-east 
to the Haven Ports, remain heavily congested.                  

It is estimated that the economic cost of congestion 
to the East Midlands is close to £1 billion per year2. 
 
A MORE RESILIENT TRANSpORT NETwORK  
The East Midlands is a major contributor to 
the national economy. This contribution would 
be enhanced by improving the efficiency and 
resilience of the region’s transport networks. 
Efficient and reliable transport links enable the 
movement of food, goods and services, help 
people get to work and perform efficiently, and 
support visitor economies. Feedback from freight 
logistic companies has highlighted the importance 
of reliable travel times; delays on local congested 
networks are as critical to their operations as 
delays on strategic routes.

A major incident on a strategic route causes hold-
ups across the wider network. There is a need for 
reliability and resilience in both the movements 
along our strategic corridors, by removing pinch-
points of congestion, and for increased capacity in 
local networks. 



EAST MIDLANDS STRATEgIC
INvESTMENT CORRIDORS 
The region’s strategic investment corridors3 need 
effective transport networks to operate and grow. 
Individual elements of these are identified in the 
National Infrastructure Plan (NIP) but ICE believes 
that a more coordinated approach to planning is 
required to maximise their potential.
These corridors are:

n Humber Ports to West Midlands (A46/A38/
 M42/Grimsby-Birmingham rail corridor) 

 Linking major economic and housing growth
 in the Three Cities (Nottingham, Leicester,
 Derby) and the Eastern Triangle (Lincoln,
 Newark, Grantham) with the Humber Ports
 and with the major population centres in the
 West Midlands. Access to East Midlands
 Airport, the largest freight hub airport outside
 of London, is also important to the national
 economy  

n Haven Ports to West Midlands (A14/
 Felixstowe-Nuneaton rail corridor) 

 Linking the major economic growth
 opportunities of the Northamptonshire Arc
 (Northampton, Kettering, Corby,          
 Wellingborough) with the ports of Felixstowe
 and Harwich as well as the major populations
 of the West Midlands. The corridor forms part
 of the Trans-European Network and is the
 major freight gateway to Europe and the
 Far East  

n South East/West Midlands to South Yorkshire
 (M1/Midland Main Line/HS2 Phase 2)  

 Linking the Three Cities and East Midlands
 Airport with the Sheffield City Region as
 well as the population centres of London,
 West Midlands and South East  

n South East to West Midlands
 (A5/West Coast Main Line)  

 Linking a number of key growth opportunities
 along the A5 (including the MIRA Enterprise
 Zone) and Northamptonshire Arc  

STRATEgIC gOvERNANCE – 
INTEgRATED TRANSpORT ExECuTIvES 
The past five years have seen significant reduction 
in public investment and a shift in the focus of 
national transport policy towards supporting 
economic growth. However the removal of much 
of regional government has left a void in strategic 
planning at a sub-national level.

To optimise effectiveness of funding to the region’s 
strategic transport networks and policy objectives, 
a level of East Midlands’ sub-regional governance 
is required. There is a need for ‘larger than local’ 
transport authorities. 

The on-going devolution through Local Enterprise 
Partnerships (LEPs), Local Transport Bodies, 
City Deals and creation of combined authorities 
should be extended to the formation of powerful, 
integrated transport authorities charged with 
delivering national transport strategy in their areas. 
Whilst appearing most practical for England’s 
larger city-regions, ICE believes this should be 
extended to some smaller cities and polycentric/
multi-city sub-regions (such as the Three Cities). 
 
INTEgRATED TRANSpORTATION
The announcement confirming the Midland Main 
Line electrification, and in the longer term extension 
of HS2 to the East Midlands, are a welcome 
addition to the connectivity of the region. The 
location of the proposed HS2 East Midlands station 
at Toton is a major opportunity for local and wider 
regional companies to benefit from the improved 
transport connectivity; a short extension of the NET 
line will further improve transport integration.

The opening of the NET in 2004 and subsequent 
announcement of Phase 2 in 2012 was clear 
recognition of the successful integration of light rail 
with award winning bus operations in Nottingham. A 
regional increase in bus and rail park and ride facilities, 
notably in Leicester (Birstall and Enderby), Corby 
Station, Mansfield Passenger Transport Interchange 
and the extension of the NET to Clifton, is a positive 
step for integrated transportation objectives. 

With such key initiatives leading the drive to reduce 
congestion and CO2 emissions, a re-examination 
of the Greater Nottingham Rail Study would 
complement the NET routes for commuter traffic, 
alongside the improved Nottingham Station terminus.

Further support must be given to initiatives 
supporting cycling and walking, in addition to 
reviewing bus services in rural and semi-rural 
areas. Transport authorities need to increase their 
efforts and investment to make these sustainable 
forms of transport more attractive by initiating a 
behaviour change.  

REgIONAL RECOMMENDATIONS  
1. STRATEgIC CORRIDORS  
Prioritise investment in the strategic transport 
corridors, particularly improving East-West 
links in and through the region.  

2. pROMOTE INTEgRATED TRANSpORT
Extend initiatives taken by the principal 
Highway Authorities in the East Midlands to 
promote integrated transportation and offer 
real transport choices, including provision 
and accessibility to good public transport, 
complemented with enhanced cycling and 
walking facilities.  

3. pRIORITISE TRANSpORT fuNDINg
East Midlands LEPs, Local Transport Bodies 
and Local Authorities must work together, 
in the best interests of the region, to 
prioritise transport funding; this must support 
economic recovery and enhance the region 
as the centre of national manufacturing 
excellence, through improved transportation 
connectivity and network performance.  

4. LARgER ThAN LOCAL
Devolution through LEPs, Transport Bodies, 
City Deals and creation of combined 
authorities should be extended to the 
formation of powerful, integrated transport 
authorities which are charged with delivering 
national transport strategy in their areas.
This ‘larger than local’ opportunity needs
to be explored for city-regional areas,
including polycentric/multi-city
sub-regions such as the Three Cities.

Mansfield Public Transport InterchangeMansfield Public Transport Interchange

3. Investing in Opportunity - A prospectus for investment, infrastructure and growth in the East Midlands,   
East Midlands Councils, February 2013
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In order to make cycling a viable choice for users, 
Local Authorities need to examine existing cycle 
route networks and infrastructure facilities, to 
ensure these are user-friendly, safe and provide 
secure cycle storage (particularly at bus/rail 
stations and the NET terminals). 

Rural bus services are important to many. Several 
Local Authorities in the region provide subsidies to 
enable rural areas to receive some limited services. 
Unfortunately, evidence suggests that despite the 
opportunity under the 2008 Local Transport Act 
to provide improved services, particularly for peak 
time demand, the powers are not used as widely 
as they need to be.  
 
MAINTAININg ExISTINg NETwORKS
The State of the Nation: Infrastructure (2010) 
report indicated that the region’s Motorway and 
Trunk Road network had improved significantly 
over the previous few years. However, local roads 
had deteriorated significantly, with the East 
Midlands being the second worst in England4. 
Subsequent severe winters and wet summers have 
led to an acceleration of deterioration, and the 
need for emergency ‘reactive’ maintenance just to 
keep our roads safe.

The wider economic impact of poor road condition 
is estimated to cost the economy and small and 
medium enterprises, which contribute up to 60 per 
cent of the economy in some regions, £4.1 billion 
in England and Wales5. 

Although specific road condition data has been 
removed from the interim version of the Road 
Condition England 2012 report, expenditure on 
maintenance of local authority managed roads in 
2009/10 was £3.3 billion against £3 billion for 
2011/12. 

Whilst there was provision in the 2012 Autumn 
Statement to allocate additional funding; but 
the Asphalt Industry Alliance (AIA) reported a 
continuing major shortfall in local authorities’ 
road maintenance budget equivalent to around 
£1 billion per annum6. ICE’s research also reveals 
increased concern as funding for maintenance  
is squeezed. 
 
MAjOR REgIONAL SChEMES (INCLuDINg
DEvOLuTION Of MAjOR LOCAL SChEMES
uNDER LOCAL TRANSpORT bODIES)
Action is needed at regional network pinch 
points, including the A61 route from Clay Cross 
to Chesterfield and the A15 north of Lincoln 
(a high accident prone route and a key route 
to the Humber ports) to remove congestion. 
Improvements to the A619 Chesterfield Staveley/
Brimington route, including better access to the 
M1, would help regenerate this former mining 
area for housing and businesses. 

East Midland LEPs and Local Authorities must 
work together in prioritising transport funding to 
promote and help economic recovery. Improved 
transportation connectivity and network 
performance, based on agreed medium and 
longer term strategies, would be achieved through 
better cooperation and coordination. Projects 
which are both local and ‘larger than local’ 
must be considered, especially where there is an 
opportunity for Government to support collective 
action that will unlock growth.

4. Road Conditions in England:2009, Department for Transport, December 2009  5. The Economic Impact of Local Road 
Condition, AIA/YouGov, Oct 2010  6. 2013 Annual Local Authority Road Maintenance (ALARM) Survey

Nottingham Express Transit (NET)

CASE STuDIES 
The following regional network schemes 
highlight where improvements will help 
to achieve economic regeneration and/or 
remove congestion:
 

 
A14 juNCTION 7-9  
The £80m widening to Dual 3 scheme, due to 
start Autumn 2013, will provide short-term 
relief at this pinch point. However, further 
sections of the A14 are also major national 
network links prone to severe congestion, 
including the Catthorpe Interchange where 
investment is needed to alleviate pressure 
and ensure continued inter-region movement. 
 

 
A45
A45 Northampton to Daventry Development 
Link road will enable the development of 
5,000 new homes in Daventry, together 
with associated new jobs. It forms part of 
a nationally significant strategic highway 
network providing a key east-west link 
between the A14 and M1 and westwards 
across towards the M40. As well as directly 
releasing growth in Daventry it will provide 
more reliable journey times and local 
environmental benefits. The 6km single 
carriageway is estimated to cost c. £43m. 
 

 
CASTLE LINE
The Castle Line (Lincoln-Newark-Nottingham 
Rail Corridor) is a five stage (£20m) 
investment programme to reduce journey 
times by 40% and double service frequency. 
It will improve access to new employment 
opportunities in Newark, will enhance 
tourism links between three historic centres 
and deliver wider economic benefits. 
As important will be the impact in reducing 
car commuting and CO2 emissions.
  

 
A617
A617 from Kelham bridge to Newark/A1, 
a route prone to flooding and subject to 
continued congestion due to only allowing 
single HGV crossing movement over the 
bridge, where a planned £15m scheme
would provide economic and
environmental benefits.
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CONTACT  
Institution of Civil Engineers 
East Midlands Regional Office 
Sir Colin Campbell Building 
Triumph Road 
Nottingham 
NG7 2TU
 t +44 (0)115 823 2655 
e ice.eastmidlands@ice.org.uk 
   ice.org.uk/eastmidlands  
 
For more information on the State of  
the Nation Transport, please contact 
ICE Public Affairs: 
 
t +44 (0)20 7665 2152 
e stateofthenation@ice.org.uk 
   ice.org.uk/stateofthenation 
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Charity registered in Scotland number SC038629 
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