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 RICE Members Newsletter 

 ICE Yorkshire & Humber Retired Members Section       newsletter no. 23 June 2022 

Member news 

In the media 

For some members, including your editor, 
retirement is not so much a cliff edge, more of a 
gentle meander along a path that leads eventually 
to a time when leisure hours take over completely 
from progressively fewer in number engaged in 
gainful employment. But it wouldn’t surprise me 
to discover that RICE member Professor Roger 
Falconer, who joined our select band fairly 
recently, has barely set foot on that path. 

Having been obliged to take it a bit easy in recent 
weeks, I increased my radio listening time and 
picked up on an issue of BBC’s Inside Science, 
entitled “The Ebb and Flow of the Tidal 
Revolution”. For several years now the possibility 
of a couple of huge tidal power schemes being 
developed have featured in the pages of New Civil 
Engineer, but I gained the impression that the 
prospect of getting one off the ground (or estuary) 
wasn’t great, faced with a combination of financial 
and environmental challenges.  

Roger was one of the two contributors to this 
broadcast and at the end of it I came away with a 
far more positive view of the likelihood of such a 
scheme coming to fruition. He was of course doing 
a selling job on the tidal range technology with 
which he has been involved, but he convinced me 
as to the win-win situation that it offered in terms 
of energy security, reliability, carbon emission 
reduction, transport electrification and 
employment. It’s a good listen that I commend to 
you – find it on BBC Sounds, Thursday28th April at  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m0016pw1 

Presented in a form assimilable by the general 
listener, it left me wanting to learn more, not so 
much about the basic principle of tidal energy 
generation, but how in an interconnected 21st 
century world it could be utilised to greater 
effectiveness than was possible in the past. Roger 
has indicated that he will be happy to expand 
upon those issues to members and we may take 
him up on it. 

With the passing of a former RICE Chair as 
reported in the last issue, the very few 

‘petrolheads’ amongst the membership was 
further denuded. I know of only three and that 
includes yours truly, there may be one or two 
more perhaps keeping a low profile and of whom 
I am unaware.  

Soon to have a cameo role in an upcoming edition 
of Discovery channel’s Wheeler Dealers, Mike 
Rome puts the presenters to rights as to which 
model they would be better featuring! 

Media described as social 

As individuals, Committee members aren’t heavily 
into Facebook, Instagram or TikTok, but if you are 
and would like to see some RICE exposure in these 
fora, please get in touch with your thoughts and 
ideas and we’ll see where that leads us. 

Committee news 

Richard Ashley has decided to make a move to a 
new home outside of our Region and has tendered 
his resignation. We thank him for his service and 
contributions. 

Regular attenders at our meetings know that we 
have a ‘no show’ clause to cover our costs if we 
get a late meal cancellation after we have finalised 
the catering order with the venue and committed 
to payment. With covid absences being an 
additional factor in recent months, it was decided 
to leave a bit more scope for legitimate reasons to 
be accepted without penalty. A waiver will 
therefore apply if a member has to cancel late in 
the day due to onset of illness or similar 
circumstances. 

Meetings and Events 

Top Forge & Thurgoland (27th April) 

Fifteen RICE members, families and friends 
enjoyed a fine day out in Thurgoland. It had been  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m0016pw1


RICE Newsletter #23 June 2022     2 

arranged by RICE member David Slater, but as 
things turned out unfortunately due to a holiday 
clash he wasn’t able to attend on the day. Your 
efforts were appreciated David. 

The day started at a chilly Wortley Top Forge 
Industrial Museum. The original foundry dates 
from about 1640 and was sited there to employ 
water power. 

Guide, Gordon Parkinson, gave a knowledgeable 
and often amusing commentary on the work of 
the forge, the owning family and the lives of those 
employed there and in the surrounding area. 

One of our party commented, “I never knew there 
was so much to see at Top Forge”. 

Following lunch at the Waggon and Horses at 
Oxspring, in a ‘balmy’ 8oC afternoon, Helen 
Franklin led a group on the walk along the former 
railway line and through the Thurgoland tunnel (a 
copy of the note prepared by David Slater and 
Terry Brown is available from the Hon Sec). 

 

The return route took us down to the River Don 
which was crossed on stepping stones. A steep 
ascent through woodland then gave way to a level 
path with wide ranging views which took us back 
to our transport. FOD/HF 

Ghana Outlook (11TH May) 

Our 146th event at Rogerthorpe Manor featured a 
very interesting and eye-opening talk on the work 
of charity, Ghana Outlook. John Walker joined as 
a trustee in 2012 after retiring from a successful 
career in traffic and transportation both in the UK 
and oversees, having become a Fellow of the ICE 
along the way. 

Ghana Outlook started in 1998 when a group of 
Venture Scouts from Penistone set off to build two 

schools of three classrooms in the Volta region. 
Over the next few years a further 10 schools were 
built involving young people from the UK, from 
various backgrounds, taking part in the building 
work as well as being introduced to life in rural 
communities in Ghana.  

The rising cost of building works changed the focus 
of the charity in 2013 when they started engaging 
with deprived communities in rural parts of Ghana 
to provide safe water supplies and sanitation. 

The provision of boreholes that could deliver a 
supply of safe water obviated the need for women 
and children to spend much of the daylight hours 
fetching water from mainly polluted sources, 
sometimes many miles away.  

The delight all round when a borehole was 
commissioned was clear. As well as the health 
benefit, it releases time by the women of the 
community, traditionally the water carriers, now 
able to contribute towards growing crops. 

The provision of dry pit latrines was also well 
illustrated. The emphasis is on involving the local 
communities in building and operating and 
steering away from government partnerships and 
the larger charities where funds raised can easily 
be misdirected. Ghana Outlook concentrate on 
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the northern areas of the country where there is 
greater need and often ignored by the larger 
charities. 

The talk ended with some interesting questions 
from the audience. In answer to one on climate 
change, John said that the indication was that it 
had helped to reduce the length of the drought 
and extended the growing season in the northern 
regions of Ghana. MR  

Leeds Recycling and Energy Recovery Facility 
(RERF) (8th June) 

Nine members went to this imposing 42m high 
building in south-east Leeds and were suitably 
impressed, both outside and internally by the 
technology deployed there. 

Designed by Jean-Robert Mazaud of S’pace 
Architects, the building boasts the largest “living 
wall” in Europe, is self-watering and contains 
hardly any soil. Up to 14m in height with over 
111,000 plants, it is a habitat for a range of birds 
and insects. 

Veolia operates the plant under a PFI contract 
with Leeds City Council, processing “black bin” ie 
general household waste. None now goes to 
landfill. 

Leeds bin lorries make about 500 trips per week. 
From the tipping hall, the waste is first shredded 

between two giant rotating toothed wheels, then 
through mechanical pre-treatment where an over 
band magnet removes ferrous metal and an eddy 
current separator the non-ferrous. 

Combustion is self-sustaining when temperature 
is maintained within the range of 850 to 1010oC. 
Water filled tubes in the furnace walls generate 
steam which is turned into power in the turbine 
hall (visitors not allowed). The electricity 
generated is sufficient for 22,000 homes. (3t of 
waste is roughly equivalent to 1t of coal). 

Ash residue from the furnace contains some glass 
and is taken by a Sheffield company which uses it 
to produce road aggregates and breeze blocks. 

Steam is provided to the District Heating Scheme 
for Leeds CC owned high rise homes nearby and 
other buildings across the city. 

The exhaust is harmless water, achieved by 
constant monitoring of the fumes, adding lime or 
activated carbon as necessary. Bag filters and 
scrubbers remove particulate matter and gases. 

Overall, the plant saves some 40,000 of CO2 
(equivalent to 19,500 cars) each year. 

350 jobs were created during construction and 
there are about 50 permanent jobs. FOD 

More information is available at: 
https://www.veolia.co.uk/leeds/our-facility 

Upcoming events 

In 2020 and 2021 our summer social day had to 
be covid-cancelled but it’s back. If you haven’t 
booked but are quick about it you might just still 
get in at Elsecar Heritage Centre on 21st June. 

On 21st July, we will have a walk around 
Scammonden and Dean Head Dams and the M62 
crossing, with a pub lunch to follow. 

On 22nd August the annual RICE Golf Day will be 
held at Wakefield Golf Club. 

https://www.veolia.co.uk/leeds/our-facility
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Then on 14th September we have the 2020 covid-
postponed visit to Tarmac’s Swinden Quarry, near 
Grassington, where lunch will be taken afterwards 
at the Devonshire Arms. 

Finally under this heading we look forward to 
being back at Rogerthorpe Manor Hotel on 6th 
October for a presentation on one of the Y&H 
2021 award winning projects: refurbishment of 
the York Guildhall. 

Other news 

RICE 20th anniversary 

It was 20th March 2002 when RICE was formally 
established by a total of 27no. ICE Yorkshire 
Association members. That anniversary passed 
without mention in the last issue, so here it is now 
a little later. 19 of the founding members attended 
the inaugural meeting held at the Royal Oak in 
Wetherby and I am sure that all of today’s 
members are grateful for their initiative. 

These photographs capture most of those who 
were present. I pick out Keith Tattersall, the first 
RICE Chair, on the right of first image and Richard 
Watson, our first Secretary and later also Chair, 
mid left on the second. And not forgetting past 
RICE Chair Derek Walker, still very much a RICE 
regular. Your editor recognises a few of the others, 
which include two of his former bosses, perhaps 
just as well I wasn’t there! 

 

 

On the RICE meeting count, we will have reached 
no. 150 this year, when we visit the Swinden 
Quarry near Grassington. 

 

 

Panel for Historic Engineering Works (PHEW) 

Every ICE Region has a representative on this 
panel, which keeps tabs on engineering works that 
have been assessed as historically important in 
terms of engineering heritage. The Y&H regional 
baton has recently passed from one RICE member 
to another – Ian Boocock held that position for a 
number of years and it is now with John Spain, 
RICE Treasurer. 

John is presently in the process of familiarising 
himself with the wide range of more than 200 
works listed in our Region and deciding how best 
to fulfil his new role. He has in mind at some point 
to provide members with an overview of the 
works that are on the register and perhaps for 
members living locally to works to assist with a 
review of the information currently held on the 
database. Watch this space. 

Have your say: contributions to the RICE 
Newsletter are welcomed from members, in 
whatever form suits you. Your editor has written a 
piece on a local project and it’s coming up as a 
Newsletter Supplement. 

Continue staying safe out there! 

 

Hugh Allan 

RICE Chair           hughalex@talktalk.net 

mailto:hughalex@talktalk.net

